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Your first stop for newspapers & magazines
Wide range of confectionary
Good selection of greeting cards & stationery
Milk & essential groceries
National Lottery
Motor Vehicle Tax and Council Tax payments
Foreign currency and travel insurance
Banking facilities - no fee payable (Barclays/ Giro/ Co-op/ Lloyds TSB)
Cash withdrawals (Mon-Sat only)

BICKERS
Your local Shop, Newsagent and Post Office

 OPENING HOURS - Still open 7 days a week
Monday to Saturday 7.00am - 5.30pm Sunday 7.30am -12pm

Tel: 01304 611258 (shop) 01304 621864 (Post Office)

Now - Wines, beers and spirits!

Ambulance, Fire, Police 999

Police Community Support 101
and non-emergency Police
PCSO - Sarah McGuinness
sarah.mcguinness@kent.police.uk
Community Warden
Peter Gill 07703 454190
Peter.Gill@kent.gov.uk
Neighbourhood Watch
Simon Dundas  611320

Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Highways Fault Reporting

  03000 418181
UK Power Network 105

Doctors Surgery 619790
The Market Place, Sandwich
Emergency out of hours 111

Eastry Parish Council
www.eastry-pc.gov.uk
www.facebook.com/EastryPC
Chairman: Mark Jones
Vice-Chairman: Deborah Russell
Clerk to Council
Mrs. Joanna Jones   01304 746036
clerk@eastry-pc.gov.uk
Thornton House, Thornton Lane,
Eastry, Sandwich, Kent CT13 0EU

C of E Primary School   611360
Head Teacher: Mrs. Sarah Moss
PTA Treasurer: Justine Crane

Eastry Ravens FC
Steve Booth   07864 925289
email: 27srb@sky.com
Eastry Cricket Club
chairman@eastrycricketclub.com
www.facebook.com/EastryCricketClub/

Village Contacts

www.facebook.com/EastryPC
mailto:27srb@sky.com
mailto:chairman@eastrycricketclub.com


      10th Deal Eastry Scout Group
Group Scout Leader: Graham Baker 07837 430167 or 01304 611487

BEAVERS (age 5¾ -8)
Monday 6.00pm - 7.15pm

Leader Vacant

CUBS (age 8-10½ )
Tuesday 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Leader
Contact Graham Baker

SCOUTS (age 10½ - 14)
Wednesday 7.00pm to 9.00pm
Leader Vacant

EXPLORERS (age 14+)Meet every other
Friday from 7.45pm - 9.15pm and focus
on the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.
Contact - Graham Baker

FOR BOOKINGS
Contact: Marion Wanstall (617854)
or group leaders

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME
Scouting is fun for adults too.
If you would like to help then please
contact Graham Baker

Incy Wincys - Baby and Toddler Group - Can you help?
We need a new leader. The Youth Club has all the equipment and toys needed.

All we need now is someone to run it.
Contact Monica Laslett for more information.

RAINBOWS (age 5-7) and BROWNIES (age 7-10)
Meet on Wednesdays

GUIDES (age 10-14) and RANGERS (age 14-18)
Meet on Fridays

Please contact us on Sandwichdivisiongg@gmail.com or via
www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/

EASTRY YOUNG PEOPLES CLUB
(next to the Gun Park) Have fun and

make friends - Admission free

Meetings - NOW OPEN
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

for 12-19 year olds - 7pm to 9pm

Eastry Young People’s Contacts
3

Sandwich
Amateur

Boxing Club

At Eastry Young Peoples Club - Monday and Thursday
Evenings 6pm to 8.30pm

Contact: Mac McCarthy on 07749 760520

Contact - For party bookings or hall hire -
Monica in Bubbles Nursery on 07902 303397

BUBBLES NURSERY - Contact Monica on 01304 615487
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“It’s the pub with a hug”
Extracts from the East Kent Mercury - Secret Drinker article - 20th January 2022

“This might be the most welcoming pub I’ve ever visited when we decided to
take a look at the Five Bells’ newly renovated sports bar and the landlady herself
came to join us and share a wealth of information about the fascinating history dating
back to 1675. Mary, who’s been here for 14 years, was only too happy to chat and
we got the full rundown on the pub, the village, the family, the cobbles outside, the
inside story on the brewery, the challenges facing the hospitality trade, catering for
weddings, dogs and child minding!

The sports bar has had the bar removed to make more space for the dartboard, the
pool table and the bar billiard table, the juke box, fruit machine and TV screen.

This is a family pub in every sense of the word - Mary’s daughter Claire divided her
time between serving and laminating posters for forthcoming events - and it’s also
an important part of the fabric of this village. Mary is formidable and fiercely proud
of her pub - you can tell she’ll do whatever it takes to make it a success; private
parties, hosting meetings, hiring function rooms, hosting the British Legion, psychic
nights, special food nights, beer festivals, karaoke, discos, live music and the three
B&B rooms she added a few years ago.”         Well done Mary and all your staff.
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Eastry Village News DEADLINE
is the 14th of the month prior to publication -  i.e. January, March, May, July,

September, November. Please send copy to evneditor@gmail.com

The MOBILE LIBRARY visits on the Village Hall Car Park between 0940-1010
on Fridays 1st, 15th, 29th  April and 13th, 27th May 2022.

Non recyclable waste
Black topped wheelie bin, food bin & green/garden waste

Tuesdays  12th, 26th April     10th, 24th May

Recyclable Waste Blue topped wheelie bin and Food Bin
Plastics, tins, bottles, paper and cardboard.

Tuesdays    5th, 19th April       3rd, 17th, 31st May
Please check your dates on the DDC website

Dover District Council - Bin Collections 2022

Magazine distributors
Grateful thanks to Hilda Smith for all her hard work and thank you to
our new volunteer distributors. We look forward to working with you.

has been successfully launched, meeting on the third Wednesday of each
month in the Five Bells at 7pm. New members welcome.

The Eastry Book Club Group 2022

As part of the Queen's Platinum Jubilee celebrations the Parish Council are
looking for a Bugler or Cornet player from local Cadet Forces,

 Salvation Army, School or other voluntary Bands to play the unique
Bugle Call - ‘Majesty,’ at 9.40pm, officially announcing the lighting of the

Beacons at 9.45pm in the Gun Park on Thursday 2nd June.

Contact the Clerk: 07903 739792 or clerk@eastry-pc.gov.uk if you can help.

Buglers and Cornet players WANTED

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
of St Mary the Virgin Eastry

to be held on Sunday the 24th April in the Church at approximately 11.15am.
This meeting will be held immediately after the 10.00am service.

St. Mary’s Church - Summer Fete
Saturday 23rd July 2022 from 2-5pm. Come and join the Fun!
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Do you have an electric vehicle or are you thinking about the benefits of changing to
hybrid or fully electric? Drivers are taking advantage of rising energy prices with EV

tariffs and solar panel energy to charge their car at home. This is considered to be the
cleanest and most cost effective way to put miles into the battery.

What are the benefits of a dedicated home charging unit?
Charge the vehicle 3x faster than using a traditional 13A plug

Installed on a dedicated circuit to prevent overloading or unnecessary trips
Schedule charging times to take advantage of cheaper tariffs

Intergrate into a solar panel system to benefit from free charging
App enabled to track usage and expenses

www.evfastcharge.co.uk  Tel: 01304 271908
Mobile: 07340 525353         email: info@evfastcharge.co.uk

EVfastcharge are a local specialist company, based near Sandwich,
offering impartial advice on charging electric vehicles.

Contact us for a free, no obligation quotation.

Installing charge units for electric vehicles

£350 grant funding ends soon.    *T&C’s at gov.uk/OZEV



Eastry Horticultural Society - Eastry Gardeners
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Despite the vicious winds and torrential rains we are here, already deep in to yet
another year of enjoyment, finally being able to seriously start our favourite ‘at home
job’ of gardening. As the years slip away for many of us our physical capabilities
may start to struggle but fortunately our enthusiasm never fails. Writing loosely of
age I must confess that since the last notes I have had my knuckles lightly rapped
in a very friendly way for actually suggesting that our Lady Chairman  was merely
‘youngish’, when in fact at 25 and a few bits she really is on the young side! The
Society and the villagers owe heartfelt thanks to both the Dover District Council and
to the Eastry Parish Council for their generous grants to cover the cost of the
splendid and much needed trees for planting with their follow-up care carried out
free of charge by volunteers of the Eastry HS headed by Trev. Fortunately the trees
have all ‘taken’ well and are already showing healthy signs of spring.

Our first meeting in 2022 took place in February with a few minutes of
‘correspondence’ followed by a very enjoyable quiz evening - compered by ‘young’
Jackie, with marking by an even younger Lynn, well done ladies. The kitchen team
and the stewards were efficient and much appreciated. The eventual quiz winners,
after a close contest, was the ‘tulip’ table consisting of Glynn, Wendy, Marion, Geoff,
Sandra and Methuselah’s brother. At tea break the seed potatoes for the club’s pot
grown competition were handed out, grow them how you think best in the club
supplied pot. Although we are the Horticultural Club we do of course have an equally
important and very successful Flower and Flower Arranging section as well as a
superb Domestics section, which covers cooking, sewing, handicraft etc. and a
photography section. In fact we have something for everyone, why not come
and join us? Our March meeting was headed by Jeff Davis giving what turned out
to be a very interesting and important talk on ‘Gardening for the Bees’. April 12th is
our Spring show and is part of the normal meeting but will also include the
competition for the daffodils grown from the bulbs previously supplied by the club.
May 10th is another very interesting talk on Wild Flowers by Sue Buckingham, and
new members are always very welcome.

Hopefully all of your winter pruning of trees, shrubs and hedges should have been
completed. If not be very careful as many of our birds and beneficial insects are
looking for nesting sites and don’t forget to leave a hedgehog highway if possible.
Broad beans, french beans, chard, kale, lettuce and rocket can all be started
outdoors along with onion sets and nicely chitted early potatoes. A tasty tip, eat your
broad beans before they get too large, they really are at their best whilst ‘new’. There
are many other items that you can now start off, but if you feel that you need some
help there are  excellent folk in the club who will willingly help you.

Have you ever tried growing then eating freshly cut Kohl Rabi. Back in 1949 I, with
my classmates, was studying agriculture at college and we were testing what was
then a ‘new’ plant. If you do grow it try eating it raw fresh from the garden, it tastes
just like a rather nice ice cream. Several garden products like carrots, peas, even
brussels and others taste excellent if eaten raw, straight from the garden.   J.S.
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Dover Flower Club
Dover Flower Club meets on the fourth Monday of the month at

Whitfield Village Hall, Sandwich Road, Dover CT16 3LY

We welcome new members and we are offering a free flower
arranging workshop for visitors on Monday 28th. March at 7.15.

Participants will create an arrangement to take home.

To book your free place contact Mig at mig@migkimpton.com,
or phone 07831838851

On Monday 25th April, Patricia Ellis, a Kent area demonstrator
will give a demonstration entitled ‘Rich Pickings’.

Northbourne & Betteshanger Horticultural Society
SPRING SHOW

All are welcome to take part in this show or to visit
from   2pm - 4pm on Sunday 3rd April 2022.

We anticipate that the trophies will be presented by our President,
Lord Northbourne. Children are invited to design a Spring (season) card.

Please include the child’s name and age with the exhibit.

County Horticultural News Update
Due to the cost of the very large marquee there will not be a

Horticultural Summer Show at the Detling Show ground in July this year.
Instead there will be 2 one day shows at Ditton Community Centre, Ditton,
Aylesford, Kent on Sunday 26th June and Sunday September 18th 2022.

A Jubilee Flower and Art Celebration
On the June Jubilee weekend St Mary’s Church will be staging a celebration

of the Jubilee with Flower displays and an Art show. Sue Cook will lead a
team of about 12 arrangers to create 10 arrangements.

The Eastry Art Group run by Ann Beerling and Anne Haith will mount a show
in the church with paintings for sale. Eastry is rightly famous for its bi-annual

Flower Festival and this special event is one not to be missed.

We look forward to seeing you there between June 2nd and 5th.
Alastair Carnegie



For more info: Contact the Clerk, Jo Jones 07903 739792
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Eastry Village Coffee Morning
Village Hall 9.00-12 noon

Thursday 14th April    Thursday 28th April
Thursday 12th May      Thursday 26th May

All welcome, free tea, coffee, squash and biscuits.

Hi Kent Hearing Charity will be in attendance
10.00 -12 noon, providing free NHS hearing aid

aftercare, advice and battery supply.
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PRIVATE HIRE CARS

01304 617424
 Airports  -  Contracts

Any Distance

London & Theatre Trips
available

web: www.sandwichcars.co.uk
email:sandwichcars@tiscali.co.uk

Evening THURS FRI & SAT
4.00 to 8.30pm

Lunch SATURDAY only
11.30 -1.30pm

Credit/Debit Card payments

Please pick up after your dog
out of respect for fellow villagers

and their children.
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Please make sure that you clear up after your dog. Eastry Parish Council are
concerned that there has recently been an increase in dog fouling incidents and
the Dog Warden is now carrying out regular patrols in the village and issuing
penalty tickets. Apart from the obvious unpleasant effects of dog fouling there
are potential health risks. Dogs can be affected by several types of worm, one
of which can cause serious illness in children.

It is extremely important that you:
Clear dog mess from public places and your own garden

Worm your dog every 6 months
Wash your hands after playing with dogs

Try to train your dog to go at home
and take a plastic bag and poop scoop when you go out

It is an offence for any person in charge of a dog not to remove any faeces
deposited by a dog in their charge. Anyone found guilty of an offence will be
issued with a fixed penalty notice (currently £100 fine reduced to £75 if paid within
10 days). This gives an opportunity to discharge liability to prosecution. Should
the fine not be paid, or offences be persistent Dover District Council may
prosecute with a maximum fine of £1000.

To report dog fouling to DDC:   www.dover.gov.uk/environment
or email:  envcrime@dover.gov.uk

Eastry Parish Council - Dog Fouling

Some late winter,
early spring colour
around the village.
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 Eastry Safari - Sunday April 10th  11-2.30
which includes an Easter egg hunt for children.

Saturday May 14th, Royal Quiz night at The Five Bells at 7pm.

 Eastry Queens Platinum Jubilee Fete Thursday June 2nd 2-10pm
with the beacon lighting ceremony at 9.45. At Eastry Gun Park.

The above events are all to raise funds for the fete. For tickets, to book a craft
or safari stall, fete volunteers or more information on any of these events please

contact Laura Lewis on 07368957235 or email eastryevents@gmail.com

To keep up to date with our events visit www.eastryevents.co.uk or on Facebook, Eastry Events.

On March 3rd we held the breakfast morning which was
very successful, a fantastic fundraiser. Thank you to all who
came, it was fantastic to see a lot of people out and about,
probably for the many the first time since the pandemic and
lots of new friends were made! Donations were very
generously given by: the bakery in the village (Bakers
Dozen), Stuart Baitup at Eastry Butchers and Delf Farm
shop - we couldn’t have done it without their generosity!

Bingo on Saturday 12th March was an absolute sell out and very successful
making £175+ and giving away £210 worth of prizes. Thank you to everyone
who came and supported us and especially to Mary for kindly hosting us.

9.45pm
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Joe           Anne     Lynn   Tamara    Jo

Eastry Primary School - South East Primary Dance
CHAMPIONS!

At the end of February, Eastry
Primary School children
performed in The Big Dance
Off competition at the Leas
Cliff Hall. Competing against
other schools from all over the
south east of England, their
dramatic performance – with a
theme of protecting our seas from pollution-  was delivered with a passion, energy
and skill that wowed both judges and audience. Eastry were awarded first place in
the primary school category and are now the South East Primary Dance champions.

This amazing win, gives them a
coveted place in the  National
Schools Dance Competition to be
held in Cheltenham in July. Many
of the  28 children had not had any
dance experience before joining
teacher Miss Leishmann’s after
school dance club , let alone
performed in a venue like the Leas
Cliff Hall in Folkestone. Miss Leishmann
praised their hard work and commitment to

prepare for the competition and said,”… After a two year wait due to the pandemic,
the children have shown commitment and perseverance. This, along with their
passion and enthusiasm towards practising and learning the routine, has earned
them such a prestigious award of which we are all very proud.”

Everybody at the school is immensely proud of our dancers and wishes them every
success in the national competition.

Free Dog Micro-Chipping
 As part of the DDC Great British Spring Clean Event
in the Gun Park on Thursday April 7th there will be

free dog micro-chipping.

Eastry kids say please SLOW DOWN!
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Eastry WI

The seasons are finally turning, and it has been lovely to see the
snowdrops and daffodils flowering. With Covid restrictions also
being lifted it seems that life is getting back to some kind of
normality - at long last.

Our very welcoming WI group would love new members to come and join us as a
guest to see if the WI is for you. We organise trips out for members and have a walk
planned at Goodnestone Park in April. We also have a monthly lunch club where
we visit various establishments for a good old chat and tasty food. The last one was
at The Haywain at Bramling, delicious.

We meet the first Wednesday every month and often have guest speakers with a
wide range of interesting topics. This month was about Medieval Medical Practices.
Very entertaining.
                                 Kate Hobbs - President  07512 873005

Easter Biscuits
Makes 24 biscuits using a 6cm cutter.

Preheat oven 200C/180 fan/gas 6  and line baking trays with baking paper.

100g softened unsalted butter      75g caster sugar

1 medium egg separated      Grated zest of a lemon

200g plain flour      50g currants      A little milk.

METHOD
Beat the butter and sugar together until light and fluffy - Add the egg yoke and
lemon zest - Sift in the flour and mix in well.

Stir in the currants - Add enough milk to make a soft dough, at this point the
dough can be chilled for 15 minutes.

Flour the worktop and knead the dough, roll out the dough to about 5mm and
using the 6mm cutter cut out the biscuits, place on baking sheets and bake for
8 minutes.

Meanwhile beat the egg white well - Once the biscuits are out of the oven brush
with the egg white and sprinkle with a little caster sugar. Put  back into oven
for about 5 minutes until golden brown and leave on the trays until cool.

Year Round Recipes

Sue Hankins
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Eastry kids say please SLOW DOWN!



17
Eastry Village Hall Update 2022

In May 2020 Robin Bishop (Treasurer of the
Eastry Village Hall Management Committee)
penned an article in this magazine reflecting
upon the historical foundation of the trust to
oversee the use of the Village Hall “for the
purposes of physical and mental recreation and
moral and intellectual development”. We were
only a couple of months into the first wave of
Covid and the subsequent lack of social activity which only served to emphasise
the decline in the use of the hall by the community it was in place to serve.

A delayed AGM last October saw the retirement of the then chairman Mitchell Ferrier
who had served the community tirelessly during his time in office. He was replaced
by Andrew Stanford and at the same time Robin’s appeal for new blood within the
trustees was also answered and a re-energised team set about a program of
improvements to repair and update the amenities on offer.

To date work has been completed to maintain or improve the fabric of the building
and make it a safe and pleasant environment including a complete upgrade to the
central heating system, the installation of a new hearing loop & sound system,
repainting of several areas and safety work to the outbuildings.

With the easing of Covid restrictions our Village Hall is once again fully open and
providing facilities for a wide range of activities. Local organisations and clubs hold
meetings, shows and fairs there. A wide range of dance & exercise classes are
available as well as a theatre group, indoor bowls, whist drives, craft fairs, bingo,
jumble sales and quiz nights. The snooker club is open 5 evenings per week and is
open for membership. The hall is also a perfect space for family celebrations,
birthday parties, weddings and other events.

Activities at the hall can be found in Eastry Village News as well as on posters in
local shops and notice boards throughout the district. For those that prefer to receive
information online try the Village Hall website,  http://www.eastryvillagehall.org/  or
search on Facebook for Eastry Village Hall, Eastry Community Watch and Eastry
Events.

The committee and trustees are committed to upholding the aims of the trust outlined
above, however in order to serve the community we need to know what the
community wants. If there is something you think might be missing from village
activities or be of interest and/or entertaining please contact: evhevents@outlook.com

N.B. IF YOU ARE OVER 18 YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE NEXT
AGM OF THE EASTRY VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

ON MAY 24th at 1800 hrs.  (Registration 17:50)



EASTRY PHARMACY LTD
HEALTH CARE FOR ALL THE FAMILY

www.eastrypharmacyltd.co.uk

We provide a Full Electronic and Comprehensive
Repeat Prescription Service

* Migraine Clinic * Warfarin Supply

Medication Requirements for:
Erectile Dysfunction - Malaria Prophylaxis - Emergency Contraception

We also provide a Comprehensive non NHS HEARING AID Service

* Comprehensive Travel Vaccination
* Flu Vaccination on NHS
* Pneumonia Vaccination
* New - Shingles Vaccination
* Prescription Collection and DELIVERY Service

Telephone/Fax: 01304 611 362
01304 279 377 or 01304 279 378

email: eastrypharmacy@gmail.com

Opening Times: Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm Saturday 9am to 5pm
NO LUNCHTIME CLOSING

The Cross, Eastry, Nr Sandwich, Kent CT13 0HG
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“Preparing you for life on and off the stage”

Perform in Motion Theatre School is opening in September 2021 at
Sandwich Technology School, Deal Road, Sandwich CT13 0FA and Sandwich
Leisure Centre, Deal Road, Sandwich (next to Sandwich Technology School).

To find out more about this amazing new theatre school you can email us at
performinmotion.pa@gmail.com or find us on Facebook @performinmotion

Eastry Bowling Club
Eastry Bowling Club would like to extend a warm invitation to
anyone, no matter what age, who might be interested in finding
out about bowls or looking to play bowls. It doesn’t matter if you
have played before or are totally new to the game - all welcome.

Eastry Bowling Club is located just down the road
from our village fish and chip shop and pub on the
left hand side of the road.

April will see the start of bowling on the green and
we will be getting underway with the Captain v
Presidents match. This is a friendly Club members
match held at Eastry bowling green on 23rd April
2022 at 2pm for a 2.30 pm start.

If you would like more information about joining the
Club or just coming and have a go at bowling
please contact:

Ron Gill on 07523 369411
Website: eastrybowlingclub.wixsite.com/home

Affiliated to KCBA & EBA
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She’s held together with some rusty old screws
Helping her make those dodgy old moves

An old replacement knee, a bandaged wrist
Repetitive strain from the jive and the twist
There’s grey in her hair, it clogs up the sink

The perm has long gone, no need for the “TWINK”

Her eyesight has dimmed, or the needle’s too small
Her hearing is failing, she misses her calls

She’s patient and kind, conscientious and free
An amazing woman, anyone can see…

She’s caring and empathic, some may say quaint
But let me tell you… the ladies no saint

She may have fooled many, but she don’t fool me
I can see right through her, there are lots to see

From dusk to dawn she’s out on the town
Drinking and dancing, hanging around…

The police know her personally she’s a pest
Looks an unbecoming sight in her psychedelic vest
Her brightly coloured hair can be seen from space

Purple ears, purple neck, it’s even on her face!
Her bright red lips are smudged from the gin
She has her own cocktail called “madam sin”
Oh yes she is a handful, I know you’ll agree
So who is this woman, well now, you tell me!

The Monster
There’s been a Monster seen in Eastry, around the crack of dawn

It’s supposed to have two heads, and sneaks across the lawn
They can’t tell if it’s human, for there’s hair all over its face

They say it’s been down Lower Street, but no one gives it chase
So I thought I’d trap the Monster, I thought I’d lie in wait

I got up extra early; I never sleep in late…

Then just as I was leaving, I was filled with an awful dread
 Had the phantom caught me out I slowly turned my head

And then I finally realised as I stood without a sound
The phantom was my eldest son doing his paper round.

Lin West
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St David’s Day
Being a little welsh girl, singing was such a passion,

Especially on St David’s day, we’d wake the Red Dragon.
We’d wear our national costume, complete with daffodil,

All of us so excited for what we hoped to fulfil.

Parents start arriving with grandparents in tow,
Wait with anticipation for our little village school show.

The hall fills with our dulcet tones,
We needed no help from microphones.

Welsh songs and poems recited on cue,
The smiles on our faces just shine on through.

Our celebrations for St David were definitely a success.
Our reward, a half day off school, was probably the best.

Shirley Hopkins

Easter

When I think of Easter now, I think of Hot Cross Buns,
Especially ones with cinnamon, cos they’re the best ones.

When I think of Easter I think of Chocolate Eggs,
And the hunt to find them, amongst the flower beds.

When I think of Easter I think of Pretty Bonnets,
And all the beautiful blossoms and bows, pinned upon it.

When I think of Easter I think of Hymns we Sang,
The smiles on all our faces as the organist began.

But something’s always concerned me you might think quite funny,
We never, ever saw that elusive Easter bunny.

Shirley Hopkins
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A view we are going to lose to developmentMobile Hairdresser
Level 2 and 3 qualified

Contact: 07515 988859
email: abi.rachel.brant@gmail.com
Instagram: Abigailbrant_hair_x



Old Hospital Site - Development News
"Work has started on the former hospital site
in Mill Lane which has planning permission
for 100 properties. The wild saplings and
brambles etc have been cleared and the
contractor has erected a low level fence to
prevent reptiles entering the site before the
spring. This is an ecology planning
requirement which can only be carried out
at certain times of the year."

The developer has said that they will keep us informed of the proposed start date
for construction.”                                 Brian Manton.  Photo courtesy of Nick Smith

EASTRY PARISH COUNCIL
     Clerk to the Parish Council Mrs J L Jones
     Thornton House, Thornton Lane, Eastry,CT13 0EU
    clerk@eastry-pc.gov.uk      March 2022

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The Chairman of Eastry Parish Council is pleased to invite you to attend the
above meeting on Tuesday 31st May 2022, at Eastry Village Hall at 7.30pm.

AGENDA

1) Apologies
2) Minutes of the last Annual Meeting
3) Matters Arising
4) Belmarsh Prison - Cllr Joe McDonnell will give a talk about Belmarsh

 Prison and The Prison Service
5) Parish Council Reports
a) Chairman’s Report,   b) Finance Report
6) Reports KCC - Cllr Sue Chandler  DDC - Cllrs Nick Kenton & Steve Manion

     Village Organisations - TBC

Questions will be invited from the floor after each speaker.
 Refreshments will be served after the meeting.

The Chairman and members of the Council look forward to seeing you.

Yours sincerely,
Chairman of the Parish Council

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The Chairman of Eastry Parish Council is pleased to invite all parishioners to

attend the above meeting on Tuesday 31st May 2022,
at Eastry Village Hall at 7.30pm.
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Current Scams
The three storms that recently hit Kent have highlighted the need for residents to
be aware of rogue traders who will use this as an opportunity to inflate costs for
substandard work. For example an elderly gentleman was charged over £3000 for
roof repairs that were of a poor standard and took four hours to complete. When he
tried to withdraw the cash from his bank, they became concerned and referred the
case to me for verification. Working together with KCC Trading Standards, Kent
Police, the bank and a reputable builder the work was discredited, and no money
was paid. Trading Standards continue to investigate the case.

Choosing a reputable, reliable and trusted tradesman can be difficult particularly if
you live alone and the repair is urgent, however keep calm and use the ABC of scam
prevention: Never Assume, Never Believe, Always Confirm.

Please consider the following factors: Is the repair covered by house insurance? If
so, report and follow their advice. Discuss the repair with a relative, neighbour or
friend and seek personal recommendations. Do not be reluctant to ask for advice.

Local and reliable tradesmen often obtain their work through recommendations. It
is good business for them to build this trust. Obtain an estimate in writing. Three
estimates are recommended however any written estimate is unlikely for an urgent
repair. Does the estimate include VAT? If so, the trader must be VAT registered
with HMRC. The VAT number should be identified on a written estimate. Avoid cash
transactions of large sums of money as it has no audit trail. Most legitimate
tradesmen and companies should accept other forms of payment.

Do not accept advice from tradesmen randomly calling at your home. Make an
appointment with a  legitimate tradesman who are always willing to provide free
advice and estimates, with no pressure to accept. Do not be reluctant to ask
questions no matter how basic. Stay in control of the situation. It is your home, your
money and your decision.

KCC Trading Standards Checked are the only traders vetted by Kent Trading
Standards. Details are available on-line with Kent residents also receiving an
information leaflet. If you do not have Internet access contact Ask a Kent Librarian
on 03000 416438 (office hours Monday to Saturday). They will access the Internet
and search on your behalf. If you still feel unsure having considered the above,
please contact me for advice.

I am unable to recommend specific tradesmen but will listen and provide guidance
and support where necessary. Stay safe and enjoy the Spring and Summer months.

Peter Gill / Kent Community Warden Service - Community Warden/Sandwich,
Eastry and Ash.Public Protection service / Environment Planning and
Enforcement / Growth, Environment and Transport |  Mob. 07703454190
www.kent.gov.uk/communitywardens.
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Poppy displays
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Eastry Neighbourhood Watch 2022
Sheila Smith has been dedicated to many community projects over
the years including the Eastry Neighbourhood Watch scheme and
has decided to retire from the chairman role which has fallen to me.
On behalf of the committee and people of Eastry I would like to thank
her for  all the work she has put in including writing articles for the
Eastry Village News.

I have been an ordinary member of the NHW committee for a while and we all get
reports form the police on crime. Luckily we do not get much crime in Eastry
compared to some places although some crime will be occurring but not be reflected
in the figures. Most of us will encounter attempted cyber crime when  we use our
PCs, tablets, and phones.

The Kent Fraud Alert System has informed us of emails impersonating the NHS.
I had one telling me to click a link to obtain a new Covid passport. Be aware that
the NHS etc. will never send a message asking you to click on a link and
disclose personal and financial details.  If you receive a suspicious text message,
then forward to 7726.

If you think that you may have been a victim of this type of scam, then contact your
bank immediately and report it to Action Fraud at www.actionfraud.police.uk or by
calling 0300 123 2040.

It is worth downloading the Country Eye app to your phone to
enable you to report  various types of crime such as:

Animal/Wildlife Crime, Farm Crime, Trespass and Fly Tipping.

I reported fly tipping yesterday and it is so quick.   From within
the app I took a photo of the rubbish and the location was
automatically added using the phones location.

Look for this logo. If you see anything suspicious or have been the target of fraud
best report it to help keep everyone safe.

Simon Dundas

Dog owners and dog walkers - BEWARE
A local resident has brought this to our attention.
“When walking my dog with other dog owners we quite
often come across "human" food that has been scattered
next to the footpath. It has been a variety of food, sugar
puffs, cornflakes/crunchy nut flakes, peanuts & raisins
which can kill a dog. Someone said a lady puts bird food
down but it was breakfast cereal.” Please be extra careful.



From the Archives

Eastry Primary School 1910 - Group 8 Sheila Smith photo

Back l/r  Mr.Fletcher, Gavin Robertson, Paul Cresswell, Jeremy Kemp,
Johnny Kemp, Paul Brace

Front Patrick Friend, Nathan Jenner, Gregory Collins, Mark Culver, Allen Smith,
Paul Roberts, Andrew Whyatt

Apologies for any errors in the names                                        Sheila Smith photo

Eastry Primary School Football team
Easter 1983
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    Eastry       Woodnesborough Benefice

April, May and Easter
at St.Mary’s Eastry

5th Sunday in Lent
PASSION SUNDAY

Sunday 3rd April   10am Holy Communion

HOLY WEEK
PALM SUNDAY

Sunday 10th April   10am Come and Worship Team

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Thursday 14th April   7pm Holy Communion

EASTER
GOOD FRIDAY

Friday 15th April   12 noon Hour at the Cross

EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday 17th April 10am   Holy Communion (with Tilmanstone)

Sunday 24th April   10am Holy Communion

The usual connections for Sunday Zoom services will be used
—--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Services in May
Sunday 1st May     10am Holy Communion

Sunday 8th May    10am Family Come and Praise

Sunday 15th May  10am Holy Communion

Sunday 22nd May    8am Holy Communion  10am Holy Communion

Sunday 29th May  Benefice 10am Holy Communion (TBA)



Church Office - Tel: 01304 611323
Benefice Office, The Church Hall, Church Street, Eastry CT13 0HH
Wednesdays 10.45am to 12.45pm and Fridays 10.00am to 12 noon

Benefice Website
Please visit our website: www.EWBchurches.org.uk and share your

thoughts on progress so far to Michael Kinns.
The new website is regularly being updated.

NB there is also a new sub-page for “Eastry Church” on the
Eastry Parish Council website which links to the benefice website.

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/EWBchurches

Please note that at this time your Eastry Woodnesborough
Benefice Church Contacts are:

Alastair Carnegie   email: amcarnegie@hotmail.com
Jo Slater   email: slater_jo@hotmail.com

Benefice Office Tel: 01304 611323 - ansaphone checked daily.
email: eastry.benefice@gmail.com (checked daily)

Details of our online Church Service are shown below
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To join, you will need to do one of the following:
Using a laptop or tablet, copy this URL in to your web browser

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7360055669

On a smartphone, dial: (the commas are important)
+442034815240,,7360055669# or +442080806591,,7360055669#

On a land line or old mobile phone, dial: 0203 481 5240 or 0208080 6591
When asked for your meeting number, enter: 7360055669#

Ignore the request for an ID – just press # again
If you are asked for a password, it is 2 4 6 8 10

ONLINE CHURCH SERVICES - Access Procedure

The Church Registers
18/02/22 Beryl Gray  Funeral

18/02/22 Roger Cotterill  Thanksgiving

mailto:slater_jo@hotmail.com
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Reverend Kirrilee Reid

Easter greetings, We are all familiar with the Easter story, but I
am reminded of the moment in the garden, outside the empty
tomb where Jesus says to Mary Magdalene, ‘Why are you
weeping? For whom are you looking?’ I feel these questions are
even more poignant this year as our Lenten journey has

coincided with the heart-breaking and deeply worrying war in Ukraine.

Our hearts are heavy as we witness the pain and suffering of millions of people,
and feel helpless, with the injustice and futility of it all. I’m not sure what the situation
will be at the time this magazine goes to print, but right now the situation in Ukraine
seems to many, to be hopeless.

The question, ‘Why are you weeping?’ may help us to focus our sadness and lament
at the hope-lessness of this conflict, and also other global crises. ‘Why are you
weeping?’ We weep because of loss, fear and helplessness, injustice, and suffering.
Mary has lost her teacher, her leader, her friend. She weeps for what has happened
to her and to the one she has loved. Jesus then asks, ‘For whom are you looking?’
The tomb is now empty – the broken body placed there 2 days before, is now gone.
The stone has been rolled away and only remnants of grave clothes remain.

I wonder if another question might be appropriate for us, this Easter season, ‘For
what are we looking?’ I would also like to offer an answer – an antidote to our feelings
of helplessness and grief. Maybe it is hope that we need to search for. Hope is not
about being eternally optimistic…. but it always beckons us forward on our journey
of life and faith. Hope is that tiny flickering flame of a candle on the darkest nights,
hope is the beautiful yellow daffodils shining radiantly, even when the sky is grey,
and storms are raging overhead. Hope is not wishful thinking, not gritting our teeth
and ‘hoping for the best’, but hope stares at the reality and finds goodness in the
midst of evil, and love in the midst of hate. If nothing else, this is what the cross and
resurrection teach us.

Death and suffering do not have the last word- love and life win every time. Hope
embraces the whole of reality; it gives courage and provides affirmation for the
future. I encourage you, this Easter, to reflect on these questions;
‘Why are you weeping?’ ‘For what are you looking?’ I pray that you will seek and
search, and find hope amidst the turmoil of this, our beautiful but broken world.

Our Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal 2021 made an amazing

£3073.49
Thank you for your support



31

Snap a photo of the
suspicious behaviour,
incidents or concerns

Tell us where you are or
use your phone’s built in

GPS location

Receive updates and alerts
on incidents you submit

A New Light Arrives

Buried in the night, anxious thoughts crowded darkly around me. The last thing

I expect is a miracle; the last thing I anticipate is God riding the dawn.

But then, like the only answer we ever need, a new light arrives,

splashing grace-paint on the worn-out canvas of my heart,

and all of a sudden hope is running along the tops of the trees

wild-eyed and rampant.

© Gideon Heugh, taken from Rumours of Light. - Chosen for this issue by Rev. Kirrilee Reid

Northbourne Village Hall - Saturday 30th. April 2022

2pm. till 5 pm.

 Afternoon Teas, Cake and Produce Stall, Raffle.

 Please come and support this event.
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I was recently chatting to a Vicar friend of mine; we were discussing ‘modern’
children’s names and the various ways of spelling them. Even the apparently simple
ones, such as Eve, which can be spelt Eve, Eeve, Eev and even Eav! He then
proceeded to tell me about the time he got a baptismal name REALLY WRONG.

A young couple came to his church to have their latest child baptised. As my friend
had been away, he hadn’t had the opportunity, as was usual, to meet the parents
prior to the event and discuss the form of service and, importantly, the child's
Baptismal Name with them. On the day of the ceremony he was at the church to
meet and greet the parents and to begin the Baptismal Service. After the preambles
the vicar took the baby in his arms and he started the naming part of the ritual.

“I baptise this child” - then realising he didn’t know the child’s name turned to the
parents who responded with “it’s OnHerCardy”. Surprised at this strange name but
seeing more Star Wars/Game of Thrones/Lord of the Rings names popping up
nowadays my friend duly gave it the Baptismal Name Blessing.

“I name thee ‘OnHerCardy’; in the name of the Father, the Son etc. to which the
shocked parents responded with “no, no, no…her name is printed on a label, pinned
to her cardigan.” Apparently they had chosen an old Irish Gaelic name so, complete
with pronunciation, they had written it on a card and pinned it to her “cardy” to assist
the Vicar. “Ooops” said I, rolling around the floor laughing!                 Ian Barwood

Her name Vicar…it’s ‘OnHerCardy’

Horology Repairs

MR. T.
PETTMAN
Clock Maker
Specialist in Antique
Clock Restoration

Telephone:
07860 498963

Wrap Around Care and
Snug Bugs Nursery

is independently run within the grounds of
Northbourne CEP School. CT14 0LP

*For more info & to arrange a visit, call

Gill on 01304 613753

We’re Ofsted & KCC registered childcare,
claim your FREE place for 3-4 year olds and

up to 80% back if you’re claiming tax credits!



Martin J Kemp
Painter & Decorator

Building Maintenance

01304 612652
07717 337912

7 Church Street,
Eastry CT13 0HH

mjfkemp@tiscali.co.uk
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J.Dilnot Smith & Son
Funeral Directors

A local independent family
concern providing a complete

and caring service.

Personal Attention

Private Chapels of Rest

Beacon Lane, Woodnesborough,
Sandwich, Kent

Telephone: 01304 812300
Day or Night



Gardening on the other side of the fence (5)
34

Spring is well and truly under way and hopefully, enjoy-
ing our gardens gives us some respite from the incred-
ibly gloomy events taking place in Ukraine. It is
sometimes hard to stay focused on the minor trials and
tribulations of our daily interests and hobbies during
such times. However I am pleased to report that the
trend towards greener gardening continues to gain
momentum.

The Royal Horticultural Society have just announced that slugs and snails will no
longer be classified as pests. The society is undergoing an important re-brand and
will now seek to change the gardening public’s perception of the role gardens
provide in these times of climate change and biodiversity crisis. Advice from
professional horticulturalists has always focused to how to kill much of the wildlife
that shares our green spaces and the RHS now wants to promote a more under-
standing attitude to how we deal with our gardening problems. Many of us want to
see nesting birds, hedgehogs, frogs and toads visiting our gardens but we also
have a tendency to spend our time and money eradicating their natural food
sources.  ‘Pests’ such as earwigs may nibble your dahlias, but research has shown
they are voracious eaters of aphids and are now being actively reintroduced to
apple orchards. Now no one is going to convince a grower of prize-winning hostas
to turn a blind eye to the damage slugs and snails can do, so it will take a
generational change to alter our approach to what we want from our gardens. (Note
– the owner of the national collection of Hostas says she only uses garlic spray to
protect her plants). Because of the prominence of bug sprays and slug pellets
being displayed in supermarkets and garden centres, I often meet new gardeners
who think they can’t grow anything without resorting to these products. Waitrose
and Co-op have already declared they will discontinue stocking these chemicals
and requests to the others to follow suit are underway. You can find out more on
Pesticide Action Network UK’s website.

My garden and those that I work in, are lush, varied and interesting and there is not
a jot of chemical intervention being applied. But I’m also not putting in lines of
marigolds and lettuce seedlings, so I fully appreciate the conundrum. (Actually I did
put in a row of Salad Bowl and Lollo Rosso lettuce last year, and they all got eaten
except one of the red ones. So I let it go to seed and have saved the seed to re-sow
this spring. I will report back !) But I do have an extremely healthy crop of Winter
Density lettuce cropping right now. And we had climbing beans, tomatoes, beet-
root, potatoes, chard, kale, leeks, courgette and sweetcorn in our first year in this
garden, so it can be done.

Lastly, they say “If you build it, they will come”. Well, not yet they haven’t. The new
pond has attracted no breeding frogs. My neighbours counted 34. Patience,
patience……. Enjoy your 2022 gardening year,

Jeff, the “Bee-Friendly Gardener”
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Trevor Laker
Engineering
Unit 17 Birnham Mushrooms,

Hammill Road, Woodnesborough,
Sandwich CT13 0PR

Service and Repair
Sales of new and
used machinery

01304 813777
paul.laker3@btinternet.com

Garden Machinery
Repairs

 ALL YOUR REGULAR GARDEN MAINTENANCE CARRIED OUT BY
 A WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTALLY CONSCIOUS GARDENER

  Whether you have an established garden that is already a haven for wildlife , or
  would like to develop one, I am currently looking for like-minded clients. I am a
  knowledgeable plantsman and long time Wildlife Trust member.

Lawns, flower borders, hedges and small trees maintained
         Planting to attract bees and other wildlife

        Composting management, chemical-free or organic practices if required

  Call Jeff on 01304 275631 or 07792 086385. Based in Eastry.
  Look for Bee Friendly Gardener on Facebook and Nextdoor

  Established in 2003

KEEN TO GREEN YOUR GARDEN?
Garden Maintenance for wildlife friendly gardens
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Open 7 days
a week

Friendly and
compassionate

Out of hours
support

available at Amazon £7.99, Kindle £1.99
and Sandwich, Deal and Broadstairs libraries.

A locally set, feel-good tale of two women,
a stepmother and an adoptive mother

whose lives are dramatically entwined.
by Stephanie Upton



Beacon View Vets Update
37

Hi everyone! We recently celebrated our second birthday
which was somewhat surreal. It has been amazing to look
back on the last two years and see how much we have
grown despite the terrible pandemic. We love being part
of the village and couldn’t think of a kinder place to start
our veterinary surgery. We have grown from a team of
just four to a team of sixteen local people and it has been
an honour to care for your pets. We hope that we will be able to host in-person
events this year and a garden party so please keep an eye out for our event
announcements in the coming months.

Sadly we have been seeing a lot of pets with ticks on them lately, especially those
who have been on holiday to the continent and also to areas such as the New Forest.
Even just in our local area there are a high number of ticks that can attempt to feed
on us and our pets. Not only are the bites bothersome, the ticks can also transmit
a number of worrying, and potentially fatal, diseases. The most famous of these
diseases is Lyme’s Disease, caused by a bacteria called Borrelia burgdorferi, which
can cause a plethora of symptoms in both us and our pets and can be very tricky
to diagnose and treat.

Whilst looking through your pet's coat each day can reduce the risk, the young ticks
are sometimes as small as sesame seeds which makes them almost impossible to
reliably find amongst all the fluff. We are able to offer a range of products to help
prevent tick bites and would discuss everything with you to find the best option for
you and your pet.

Unfortunately due to climate change and international pet travel there are now new
tick-borne diseases in the UK which can cause life-long disease and be potentially
fatal so we strongly advise preventing any tick bites.

We are delighted to be able to sponsor the Eastry Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Fete
and look forward to seeing you all there!                                   Best wishes, Claire.

Your Beacon View Team



Drainage • Driveways
Excavations • Earthwork • Hard

Landscaping • Concreting
Footings • Septic Tanks • Tarmac

Block Paving • Fencing
Garden Services

Mr R Crick

30 years experience,
Fully insured CITB Reg
Friendly Reliable Service

Recommendations available
Free estimates

Specialist digger drivers
available

Please call 01304 619442 or
07771 701594

Reuben.crick@sky.com
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For any enquiries including
sponsorship, stall booking,

volunteering and anything else,
please contact either:

Richard Harris on
rharris121@hotmail.com
or call 01304 611131

or Harry Sampson
harry.sampson@live.co.uk

Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/

Sandwich FolkAleFestival

27th June
to 3rd July

Put them in
your diary!

MUSIC ALL WEEK LONG

https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Sandwich
https://www.facebook.com/Sandwich


Georgie
Stewart

A warm welcome awaits you at my
foot clinic!
Let me take care of your foot health
issues:

● Nail clipping
● In-grown toenails
● Corns,
● Hard Skin,
● Fungal toenails and Athletes foot
● Foot and lower leg massage etc.

- Diabetics welcome.
To make an appointment please call
me on: 07563 161886

Foot Health Practitioner Bsy AHCP

Karen’s Hairdressing

Services include:-
● Aromatherapy
● Reflexology
● Sports

Massage
● Indian Head

www.mobiletherapykent.co.uk
07890 543 194 - 01304 617 500

Curative Therapy

● Freelance unisex hairdresser
● Extensive knowledge of all
Hairdressing and Barbering
techniques
● Classic trends to most modern
styles
● Perms, Colours, Cutting, Blow
dries, Shampoo & sets, Up do’s
and Bridal Hair all at affordable
prices
● Day and evening appointments
available
● Call Karen on 07969790604
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In Praise of SOIL

The year 1976 saw a very hot, dry summer.  In late September driving in the lanes
of rural Suffolk we found a lane completely blocked by a DRIFT, of topsoil.  Upwind
was a huge field. Its cereal crop had been harvested and the field ploughed and
harrowed. The exposed soil, powdery and dry had simply blown away. In the 1990’s,
then living in Deal I would take the dog along the Mongeham Brooks, below the
salad fields of Finglesham area. After heavy rain the brook would often change its
course, with huge muddy banks of topsoil washed down from the salad fields. So,
does this matter?  Yes.  Soil is often disregarded, dismissed as ‘dirt’, ‘ground’, even
‘mud’, but it is essential to the growth of all plants on land and these are, in turn,
essential sources of food energy for all animal life, including ours.

How? What IS soil? It is a complex mixture of 1, the physical: rock fragments,
sand, silt and clay in declining order of size, water, dissolved mineral salts and
air. 2, Dead organic matter, such as
leaves and dead animals of all sizes and
humus, which is partly decayed dead
stuff, forming a dark sticky goo. This sticks
together the rock fragments so a healthy
soil has a crumb structure, a bit like
breadcrumbs. This allows air and water to
circulate between the crumbs. 3, Living
organisms, worms and tiny insects and
bacteria and fungi in unimaginable
numbers. These bring about the decay of
dead matter, forming the humus that gives
the soil its structure, then, ultimately, releasing mineral salts from it. Worms, insects
and moles also aerate the soil, creating tunnels from the surface allowing air deep
into the soil.

Soil provides: anchorage for plants, water the plant takes up through its roots,
oxygen from the air in the soil allows the roots to respire and release energy, which
they use to take up mineral salts. These the plant combines with sugars made by
photosynthesis to produce oils, for energy storage and proteins mainly forming
the skeleton for plant cells and catalysts (enzymes) to regulate the metabolism
(‘workings’) of the plant.

What can damage a soil? 1, Becoming waterlogged. This results from rainfall,
particularly in clay soils as the water sticks around the billions of individual particles.
Waterlogged soils lack oxygen (because it is not very soluble in water). This stops
decay so the soil soon becomes depleted of minerals. It also becomes acid due to
fermentation caused by bacteria which do not need oxygen.  Very few types of
plant can grow in these soils. 2, Drying out  This happens most easily in sandy
soils. Without water plants die. 3, Loss of crumb structure  The soil becomes
powdery and easily blows or washes away.  This happens if the amount of humus
in the soil declines. It results from use of chemical fertilisers (sources of mineral
salts) rather than dead organic matter (manure etc.) in agriculture.      Terry Wood.



Friendly and reliable service.
No job too small.

General home and garden repairs
and maintenance including
non-Part P electrical work.

Small construction projects
undertaken

www.facebook.com/
Jonathan Russell - Handyman

TIDY CARPENTRY
AND JOINERY

LEE TIDY: 01304 617537
MOBILE: 07742 683880
E-MAIL:
leetidycarpentry@gmail.com

ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY
WORK UNDERTAKEN

INCLUDING:
Joinery - Door Hanging - Flooring

Windows - Kitchens - Repairs
Painting (interior & exterior) - Coving

Property Maintenance Pergolas &
Decking - Stair Components Timber

Stud Partitions - Plaster boarding
Re-pointing Brickwork

Ceramic Floor and Wall Tiling

FREE ESTIMATES

SIMON STAIT
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

From a Dripping Tap to a Leaky
Roof I’ve got it Covered.

For all your building & plumbing
jobs inside & out.

Kitchens & Bathrooms installed
Outside Taps and Radiators

Roofing,Guttering, Fascias & Soffits,
Sheds & fences erected

Carpentry, Laminate Floors
Flat packs assembled

Painting & Decorating etc.

Fully insured reliable craftsman for
free estimates and consultations

Call Simon on 07727 687538
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djplumbing123@googlemail.com

● Ball valves to bathrooms
Taps to tanks

● All work guaranteed
● Friendly & reliable
● No job is too small

Call Dave on: 01304 362485
or 07971 421766

NO

CALL- OUT

CHARGE

City & Guilds qualified.
Established 1992. Fully insured

DJ PLUMBING
SERVICES

All aspects of plumbing undertaken



Bird Watching with Big Nick
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Spring is here again with all the expectations that it brings to most of us. The flowers
and trees are bursting into life and for me it is the prospect of all the birds that visit
us at this time of year, looking their best in their breeding plumage.

A subject I’ve not covered yet is ducks, the catchall name for the many species of
waterfowl. There are at least 21 species in Britain, with a few species such as the
Mandarin duck, which have escaped from captivity and colonised. Generally the
male – or drake- is the showiest, with strong markings and bright colours. The
females are often low key mottled shades of brown to help camouflage them whilst
they are incubating their eggs. These can be more difficult to identify; perhaps a
subject for a future column? For now I will concentrate on the drakes of some of our
commoner species – all of the ones shown below were photographed locally.

Firstly, our smallest duck, the Teal; the winter population is around ten times that
of the resident birds because large numbers arrive from the Baltic and Siberia.
Hundreds have been known to over winter at Restharrow Scrape, Sandwich Bay in
a good year. Both sexes show iridescent green wing patches (called speculum) but
the male has a chestnut brown head with a green patch over the eye.

The Mallard is probably recognised by most people and is our commonest duck,
present throughout the UK on just about any pond or stream. The Shoveler (so
named because of its enormous bill, used for sifting food from the water) is far less
common with fewer than a thousand pairs breeding in the UK, but like the other
species numbers increase in winter from continental birds.

a winter visitor with only about 400 pairs nesting in the UK, and that’s mainly in the
north. Of the six species illustrated, the Shelduck is the only one where the sexes
are alike, although the females are a little smaller and the bill is paler. As these
ducks nest underground in old rabbit burrows, it is less important to be camouflaged.
Finally the Tufted Duck (so called because of the ‘tuft’ of feathers on the head).
These look almost black and white, but in the right light the head can appear dark
blue. They nest in lowland sites across most of the UK but are less common in
Wales. There are several other species of duck that can be seen locally but these
are generally rarer, and may be covered at some time in the future.

Another attractively marked
duck is the Wigeon.  The males
have a chestnut head and neck
with a yellow forehead, pinkish
chest and grey back. It is largely

          Teal               Mallard         Shoveler

Wigeon Shelduck Tufted Duck



Garden/ Pond Design, Building &
Refurbishments, Pond Cleaning

Maintenance /
Maintenance Contracts,
Child Safe Pond Covers

Filtration Specialists, Patios -
Decking - Fencing - Brickwork -

Arbours

Tel: 07563 212858

R.B.W.
KENT’S WATER FEATURE

SPECIALISTS AND
POND BUILDING EXPERTS

www.ReflectionByWater.com
Email: andrewlongrbw@hotmail.com
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East Kent Mole Catcher
No Mole – No Fee

Your local mole catcher, based in
Ash, covering all local towns and

villages.
Offering mole control for your
lawns, gardens & paddocks.

Public liability insurance

Call/ text: East Kent Mole Catcher
07876 686543

Email: East Kent Mole Catcher
molecatcherkeith@hotmail.com A
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Promote your business

Advertise in the
Eastry Village News

over 1200 copies
distributed every 2 months

Contact
evnadverts@gmail.com

for details



Rose Beer - The Undiscovered Pigs
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This is an updated story of my ‘undiscovered pigs’. My late husband Mic was a very
good cartoonist and a member of the prestigious Cartoonists Club of Great Britain
which, at that time, only had 200 selected members. Despite his winning many
competitions around the globe we could never take the risk of him giving up his day
job to create cartoons for a living - which was his dream.

In the late 80’s I was looking after my young granddaughter for the day. She was
watching Mick drawing when she asked, for some unknown reason, “Grandad, can
you draw pigs?” and without hesitation Mic proceeded to draw some pigs. Later on
I was having a tidy up when the pigs came to light again and from then on Mic
seemed to draw more and more of them. I’d get annoyed - the house needed
decorating, the garden needed doing and there was Mic, sitting in his “studio” (our
shed!) which was becoming more of a sty every day. One day he said to me “Do
you know Rose, I’m getting quite attached to these porkies”.

He asked me if I could write a story about them. Now I always thought you wrote
the story first and then added the illustrations so this seemed the wrong way round.
At that time I worked full time as well as doing my once a week ‘slot’ on Radio Kent
so the last thing I wanted to do after coming home was to write a book about pigs!
However, to keep the peace, I did my best - I felt that if I had grown a snout and a
curly tail I would have received more affection and attention - and eventually the
book was completed with illustrations far more worthy than the text.

At that time TV presenter Esther Rantzen was covering ‘cot death’ on her programme
‘That’s Life’ and as this was a subject close to our hearts Mic decided to send the
book to her at the BBC who promptly lost it. Fortunately Mic had a spare copy which
he sent to Claire Rayner at ITV. She wrote us a very nice letter saying it was very
good but shared a ‘similarity’ to the film ‘The Snowman’. Mic was furious, having
never seen the film or read the story, and exclaimed loudly “My pigs have flown
many more miles than that ruddy snowman knew how to and she should stick to
commenting on hysterectomies”.

Mic never gave up, I wondered if he had a fixation for Rosemary and Hazel in our
Post Office as he was in and out of there so often! As Mic’s health began to
deteriorate the pigs were put on a back burner but towards the end of his life he
asked me to do something about those pigs. I promised  that I would but, I have to
say with a more than guilty heart, that I never have. Just recently, at the ripe old
age of 81, my heart has got the better of me so I must do something about it.

It is a lovely book for small children, worthy of space in any bookshop, but I cannot
afford to self publish and I would need an agent to promote it to the stores but I do
owe it to Mic. At the moment a copy is with David Walliams in the hope he will give
it some sort of notoriety - so, as they say, watch this space.

PS - a few copies are on sale at Amazon thanks to my daughter in law. It is called
‘Little Tom and his porkies’ by Mic and Rose Beer.
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Editor: Patrick Clarke 01304 611224 Secretary and Distribution:
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Advertising: evnadverts@gmail.com

Treasurer: Carol Sedgwick
Chairman: Brian Manton email: carolsedgwickevn@yahoo.com

Archived On-Line Copies (from 2007) Archived Hard Copies (c1930-2006)
www.eastry-pc.gov.uk Sandwich Guildhall Archives

contact Town Clerk’s office 617197
Village Diary – kept at the Post Office
for all village organisations fixtures, Village Hall Bookings 614184
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Village Forum: Welcome Pack for people new to Eastry
www.facebook.com/eastryvillageforum Rosemary Barwick 611420

Disclaimer: the editor reserves the right to cut, edit or refuse to publish any contributions and
does not necessarily agree with opinions expressed in published articles. All advertisements in
the magazine are inserted in good faith, but the magazine committee accepts no responsibility

for any statement made by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services offered.

Copyright :The contents of this magazine may not be copied, reproduced, distributed,
republished, downloaded, displayed, posted or transmitted in any form or by any means
without the prior written permission of the Eastry Village News. All images shown in this

magazine are the property of the Eastry Village News unless otherwise accredited to another.

46



47

LARGE CAR PARK • www.sandwich-animal-feeds.co.uk • CARRY OUT SERVICE

01304 613402 • 07725 592077

● Farm feeds
● Domestic & household pets
● Horse feed
● Horse rugs & accessories
● Accessories for all animals
● Chicken coops, rabbit hutches and

bird tables
● Wild bird food and treats
● Frontline and horse wormers
● Prescription diet for dogs and cats

ANYTHING NOT STOCKED
CAN BE ORDERED

Sandwich Animal Feeds
Ash Road, Sandwich, CT13 9JA

Open 9 to 5.30 Mon to Sat
and 10 to 2pm Sunday

We are suppliers of feed for
animals both large and small.
From domestic and household
pets to farm animals and much
more besides. Our friendly
knowledgeable staff are there
to help.
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All work fully guaranteed

Batchelor Coop
Chartered Accountants

“A professional accountancy service right on your doorstep ”

www.batchelorcoop.co.uk 01304 620600

Personal Tax

Company Tax

Tax Planning

Business Start-
ups

enquiries@batchelorcoop.co.uk

Accounts

Bookkeeping

Payroll

VAT

Audit


