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Your first stop for newspapers & magazines
Wide range of confectionary
Good selection of greeting cards & stationery
Milk & essential groceries
National Lottery
Motor Vehicle Tax and Council Tax payments
Foreign currency and travel insurance
Banking facilities - no fee payable (Barclays/ Giro/ Co-op/ Lloyds TSB)
Cash withdrawals (Mon-Sat only)

BICKERS
Your local Shop, Newsagent and Post Office

 OPENING HOURS - Still open 7 days a week
Monday to Saturday 7.00am - 5.30pm Sunday 7.30am -12pm

Tel: 01304 611258 (shop) 01304 621864 (Post Office)

Now - Wines, beers and spirits!

Ambulance, Fire, Police 999

Police Community Support 101
and non-emergency Police
PC - Matthew.Bensted
Matthew.Bensted@kent.police.uk
Community Warden
Peter Gill 07703 454190
Peter.Gill@kent.gov.uk
Neighbourhood Watch
Simon Dundas  611320

Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Highways Fault Reporting

  03000 418181
UK Power Network 105

Doctors Surgery 619790
The Market Place, Sandwich
Emergency out of hours 111

Eastry Parish Council
www.eastry-pc.gov.uk
www.facebook.com/EastryPC
Chairman: Mark Jones
Vice-Chairman: Deborah Russell
Clerk to Council
Mrs. Joanna Jones   01304 746036
clerk@eastry-pc.gov.uk
Thornton House, Thornton Lane,
Eastry, Sandwich, Kent CT13 0EU

C of E Primary School   611360
Head Teacher: Mrs. Sarah Moss
PTA Treasurer: Justine Crane

Eastry Ravens FC
Steve Booth   07864 925289
email: 27srb@sky.com
Eastry Cricket Club
chairman@eastrycricketclub.com
www.facebook.com/EastryCricketClub/

Village Contacts

www.facebook.com/EastryPC
mailto:27srb@sky.com
mailto:chairman@eastrycricketclub.com


      10th Deal Eastry Scout Group - Scout Hut
Group Scout Leader: Graham Baker 07837 430167 or 01304 611487

BEAVERS (age 5¾ -8)
Monday 6.00pm - 7.15pm

Leader Vacant

CUBS (age 8-10½ )
Tuesday 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Leader
Contact Graham Baker

SCOUTS (age 10½ - 14)
Wednesday 7.00pm to 9.00pm
Leader Vacant

EXPLORERS (age 14+) Meet every other
Friday from 7.45pm - 9.15pm and focus
on the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.
Contact - Graham Baker

FOR BOOKINGS
Contact: Marion Wanstall (617854)
or group leaders

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME
Scouting is fun for adults too.
If you would like to help then please
contact Graham Baker

Incy Wincys - Baby and Toddler Group - Can you help?
We need a new leader. The Youth Club has all the equipment and toys needed.

All we need now is someone to run it.
Contact Monica Laslett for more information.

RAINBOWS (age 5-7) and BROWNIES (age 7-10)
Meet on Wednesdays in the Church Hall

GUIDES (age 10-14) and RANGERS (age 14-18)
Meet on Fridays in the Church Hall

Please contact us on Sandwichdivisiongg@gmail.com or via
www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/

EASTRY YOUNG PEOPLES CLUB
(next to the Gun Park) Have fun and

make friends - Admission free

Meetings - NOW OPEN
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

for 12-19 year olds - 7pm to 9pm

Eastry Young People’s Contacts
3

Sandwich
Amateur

Boxing Club

At Eastry Young Peoples Club - Monday and Thursday
Evenings 6pm to 8.30pm

Contact: Mac McCarthy on 07749 760520

Contact - For party bookings or hall hire -
Monica in Bubbles Nursery on 07902 303397

BUBBLES NURSERY - Contact Monica on 01304 615487
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Non recyclable waste
Black topped wheelie bin, food bin & green/garden waste

Tuesdays  11th, 25th October  8th, 22nd November

Recyclable Waste Blue topped wheelie bin and Food Bin
Plastics, tins, bottles, paper and cardboard.

Tuesdays  4th, 18th October 1st, 15th, 29th November
Please check your dates on the DDC website

Dover District Council - Bin Collections 2022

Eastry Village News DEADLINE
is the 14th of the month prior to publication -  i.e January, March, May, July,

September, November. Please send copy to evneditor@gmail.com

has been successfully launched, meeting on the third Wednesday of each
month in the Five Bells at 7pm. New members welcome.

The Eastry Book Club Group 2022

Friday 14th October, Friday 28th October
Friday 11th November, Friday 25th November

Mobile Library in car park from 30th September 9.30-10.00am

All welcome, free tea, coffee, squash and biscuits.
Hi Kent Hearing Charity will be in attendance

10.00 -12 noon first coffee morning in the month, providing
free NHS hearing aid aftercare, advice and battery supply.

For more info: Contact the Clerk, Jo Jones 07903 739792

Eastry Village Coffee Morning

Village Hall 9.00-12 noon

Eastry Village News AGM
is on October 18th at 7pm in the Parish Room

This is an open meeting and all are welcome.
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WALKING NETBALL
Ever felt like having fun and keeping

fit at the same time?? Learning a
skill and making new friends??

 Come and join us at
WALKING NETBALL

All ladies welcome!

Every Monday
11.45am - 12.45pm

at Northbourne Park School

£4 per person - Tea and Chat after

For more info email
havingaballtreasurer@gmail.com

or
havingaballsecretary@gmail.com

mailto:havingaballtreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:havingaballtreasurer@gmail.com
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Rector’s letter - Her late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

As I reflect on the month of September, I find myself confronted with what could only
be described as the season of sorrow and change.  Our nation has faced one of the
biggest changes in the last seventy years with the passing of Her Late Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II and the accession of His Majesty King Charles III.  Many of us
will have found the past month one of great difficulty and sorrow as we have gathered
to bid farewell to not only a Queen but a national treasure; only now that she is gone
do we realise how much she meant to each of us.  Talking about the Queen, Prince
William remarks, “My grandmother famously said that grief was the price we pay for
love.  All of the sadness we will feel in the coming weeks will be a testament to the
love we felt for our extraordinary Queen”.

Our community, built up of people from
different faiths and backgrounds, was drawn
together to commemorate the life of a
wonderful monarch, to remember all that
she did for our country and look back on on
the life that she lived.  We have reflected on
her compassion and desire to serve others,
her sense of duty and her constant ability to
make us smile even in times of difficulty.
But most of all, we have been reminded
during this difficult time of how she was
sustained by her unwavering faith in Jesus
Christ, and how that very faith provided her
with stability and peace of mind.

In her Christmas message, back in 2002, the Late Queen said; “I know just how
much I rely on my own faith to guide me through the good times and the bad.  Each
day is a new beginning.  I know that the only way to live my life is to try to do what
is right, to take the long view, to give my best in all that the day brings, and to put
my trust in God.  Like others of you who draw inspiration from your own faith, I draw
strength from the message of hope in the Christian Gospel.”

This is a message to us all in these times of difficulty, that even though each day
will provide its challenges, we too must hold onto the ultimate goal, to do our best
in all things and put our trust in God.  It is a lesson that we have heard the now King
Charles III pass on throughout his time as the Prince of Wales; that all we can do
is try to make that little bit of difference and hope, for when we all do something
small, it has the power to create big change.

The Sunday immediately after the announcement had come that the Queen had
died, I preached a sermon on how her faith was at the very core of her service to
this country.  I spoke about her prayers on the days leading to and on the day of
her Coronation and how they set the tone for the rest of her life.  Before the event,
she prayed that her journey may echo the prayers of the Virgin Mary and Christ
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“Preparing you for life on and off the stage”

Perform in Motion Theatre School is opening in September 2021 at
Sandwich Technology School, Deal Road, Sandwich CT13 0FA and Sandwich
Leisure Centre, Deal Road, Sandwich (next to Sandwich Technology School).

To find out more about this amazing new theatre school you can email us at
performinmotion.pa@gmail.com or find us on Facebook @performinmotion

himself; “‘Be it unto me according to thy will; not what I will, but what thou wilt.’  And
because he leads, I may follow in complete trust.”

During the Coronation, the Queen prayed that God may fill her heart with the joy of
faithful service.” The Queen loved to be with people; she was not only a woman of
duty but one of love for all people. And unknown to many until recent years, she
later prayed again on the evening of the Coronation, a prayer which I found most
humbling. It was the message that was on her heart from that day onwards and
even in her final moments;

“Lord this day thou hast been gracious unto thy servant.  Thou hast filled my cup
with thy goodness to overflowing.  With a humble spirit and thankful heart, I commit
myself to thy care and will lay me down in peace and take my rest.”  Amen.

Last month we collectively said goodbye not only to a Queen, but to the mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother of our nation. I believe King Charles put it best
when he said, “Thank you for your love and devotion to our family and to the family
of nations you have served so diligently all these years, may flights of angels sing
thee to thy rest.”

God Bless and keep you Queen Elizabeth II. May you rest in peace and rise in
glory.                  Andrew Brown
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Do you have an electric vehicle or are you thinking about the benefits of changing to
hybrid or fully electric? Drivers are taking advantage of rising energy prices with EV

tariffs and solar panel energy to charge their car at home. This is considered to be the
cleanest and most cost effective way to put miles into the battery.

What are the benefits of a dedicated home charging unit?
Charge the vehicle 3x faster than using a traditional 13A plug

Installed on a dedicated circuit to prevent overloading or unnecessary trips
Schedule charging times to take advantage of cheaper tariffs

Intergrate into a solar panel system to benefit from free charging
App enabled to track usage and expenses

www.evfastcharge.co.uk  Tel: 01304 271908
Mobile: 07340 525353         email: info@evfastcharge.co.uk

EVfastcharge are a local specialist company, based near Sandwich,
offering impartial advice on charging electric vehicles.

Contact us for a free, no obligation quotation.

Installing charge units for electric vehicles

£350 grant funding ends soon.    *T&C’s at gov.uk/OZEV
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M.le Maire and Nick Smith

Watling Street - Betteshanger to Willow Woods (1)
When I received my schedule for the East Kent Ploughing Match I saw that the
centre pages had a map of the area which depicts Watling Street. As children
growing up in Betteshanger Watling Street was just a farm track from which we went
off to explore the surrounding fields, woods and scattered buildings of the area which
is part of the estate of the Lord Northbourne.

The cottages were beautifully built and in the main occupied by estate workers or
their widows. The Carpenters Yard was a hive of industry, preparing wood for fencing
and farmyard repairs. The fence posts were steeped in two large tanks of pitch in
the ground, no Health and Safety Rules in those days, we just knew not to get too
close, likewise with the saw mill which we walked past on our way to school up a
roughly hewn set of steps through the woodland towards the Old Rectory. The
Rectory Room was used for social gatherings for estate workers and  was used by
Scawsby, an annexe of the adjacent Prep School. There were two farm wagons left
in the woods to slowly decay.

For many years Mr and Mrs Grenfell, the in-laws of Joyce Grenfell the comedian
and actress, lived at the Old Rectory. Hilda Grenfell did a lot of charity work
worldwide and we were privileged to see some of her collection of toys from around
the world. Their extensive garden was used for Village Fetes and our main contact
with the household was when the lady of the house ordered fish from the South
Street Fishmonger in Deal. It was put on the Number 76 bus to Staple and the driver
would deliver it to our house, the Cloisters, and whichever children were about would
take it up to the Old Rectory.

Betteshanger Church is next to Watling Street on the estate. The Northbourne family
graves are almost opposite the Church door and the Grenfells were buried nearby.
The mansion is now a Prep School and the Church is part of the teaching
establishment. The Dutch Gardens and the sundial on the wall behind the Church
still exist as does the monumental pond where we studied tadpoles (now fenced in
for H&S). The kitchen garden and the ancient greenhouse are no more - there were
6 bothies for the young gardeners and a cottage for the Head Gardener. Also gone
is the forge where the Farrier shod the estate cart horses as well as the ponies for
riding. There was a herd of Jersey cows and a dairy which became chicken sheds)
before conversion into a dwelling and behind the Church was the Coachman’s
cottage and the stables. It was said that in the olden days the mansion had 100
rooms and 100 staff to maintain it.

Cottages were dotted all round the estate. Mayes Cottage is at the top of the incline,
in Watling Street, from the Church. Behind is a wood home to carpets of bluebells.
No one knew about not picking the wild flowers in those days, and jam jars and
preserving jars were filled with these flowers which actually never looked as good
as they did growing and blooming before the Spring foliage of the trees unfurled.

Sheila Smith



11

Eastry EVENTS COMMITTEE
Eastry Events Committee was originally set up last year to organize the Queen's
Jubilee Fete. As the event was extremely successful, the committee has
decided to carry on....look out for the exciting events we have planned!

There has recently been a few administrative changes and the committee is
now: Chair: Laura Lewis, Vice Chair: Karen Shubert. Treasurer: Gary Shubert.
We are looking for a new secretary and new committee members - come and
join us at our next meeting 20th October from 7pm at The Five Bells.

A huge thank you to Lindsay Taylor, Anne McDonnell, Vic Culshaw, Alison Gurr
and Neil Hornsey for all their dedication to the original committee and all the
work they did for the fete, they will be missed!

The Safari on 11th September was popular as ever and very well attended. It
was fantastic to team up alongside the village hall where they also had a table
top sale and served refreshments. A big thank you to Mary for letting us have
extra stalls in the garden at the Bells. We raised a brilliant £202.85  for Eastry
Petanque Club. Thank you for everyone's continued support.

Best wishes, Laura :)  eastryevents@gmail.com

Eastry Parish Council
Eastry Parish Council will have some allotment plots available to rent from October,
please contact the Clerk if you are interested, 01304 746036.

The Parish Council are delighted with the refurbishment
of the Skate Park, please see photo.

Unfortunately Speedwatch is not running at the moment
due to a lack of a leader and volunteers, please contact
the Clerk if you are interested in volunteering for this.

The Coffee Mornings have moved to a Friday to
coincide with the Mobile Library (9.30am-10am), next
coffee morning 30th September, please see poster.

Unfortunately Beating the Bounds has been postponed, the Parish Council are
hoping that their will be more interest in this activity next year.

The Parish Council  implore people to please be responsible dog owners,
clear up after your pet and please DO NOT take your dogs into the no dogs
allowed Children's Play Areas.
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Eastry Parish Council

Great British Spring Clean 17-09-22
Thank you to the 30 people who helped with the latest Eastry Litter
pick, very much appreciated. 30 bags of rubbish and a broken
garden chair collected, with the furthest away litter picker coming
from Melbourne, Australia. Eastry Parish Council would like to thank
all of you who took part and the 5 Bells for providing refreshments.

Jo Jones, Clerk to Eastry Parish Council
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Mary Caspell - 05/07/25 to 17/08/22
Mary Caspell who has died at the grand age of 97 will be
remembered as a farmer’s wife living at The Heights and then
Felderland House with much loved husband Roy, and after his
death in 1992 in retirement at Stile Cottage, Lower Street, Eastry.

Mary Waterhouse was born in Shotley, Suffolk where her father
Thomas Buckingham was an instructor at HMS Ganges. When
he was invalided out her family moved to Johns Green,
Sandwich. On the death of her father the family was supported
by a family friend George Rock, a master at Sir Roger

Manwood’s School, and in 1942 Mary was evacuated with the school to Carmarthen
in Wales. A happy time for her, and she was the only girl to attend SRMS
(unofficially) until girls were admitted. Back home in 1944, at the suggestion of Eastry
GP, Dr Fraser, Mary enrolled as a nurse at St Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, later
becoming Theatre Sister nursing war-wounded service personnel and civilians.

While at Johns Green Mary met and married Roy Caspell, of local farmers Messrs
F.H. Caspell and Sons, in 1950 living at No.1, The Heights in Felderland Lane and
then Felderland House. Mary enjoyed creating her garden there and bringing up
the children Nicholas and Celia. She was a member of Barbara Williamson’s Young
Wives group and was befriended by Nan Pragnell of Felderland Farm where she
played tennis and was taken on shopping trips in Nan’s sports car.

Mary enjoyed life on the farm and was actively involved in day-to-day farm
operations. Seeking a new challenge she and Roy began the first asparagus
enterprise in the area, selling the freshly cut crop daily from the farmhouse wash
house, which she always dressed with flowers from the garden. She also worked
part time for Dr John Greaves at his Sandwich Surgery, using her nursing skills.
Mary was an early member of the Sandwich Decorative and Fine Arts Society and
the Hardy Plant Group and enjoyed trips to gardens with good friends Sheila Drew,
Margaret Izard and Monica Powell.

On Roy’s sudden death in 1992 the farm was reorganised and Mary retired to Stile
Cottage, Lower Street, Eastry which she chose because of its history, the lovely
garden created by Betty Bottle and its proximity to Pearl Long of the Coach and
Horses, a good friend. She enjoyed time with family and friends, developing the
garden and observing the bird life from her conservatory with her cat Thomas. In
2014, after a bad fall, she moved to Canterbury to live with her daughter Celia and
husband Patrick and then on to Scotland with them  in 2017 before moving back to
the area she loved and to Littlebourne House Nursing Home in Spring 2022.

Mary will be much missed by her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren
and will always be remembered for her humour, her passion for gardening, her
courtesy and kindness and her ability to get on with everyone.



EASTRY PHARMACY LTD
HEALTH CARE FOR ALL THE FAMILY

www.eastrypharmacyltd.co.uk

We provide a Full Electronic and Comprehensive
Repeat Prescription Service

* Migraine Clinic * Warfarin Supply

Medication Requirements for:
Erectile Dysfunction - Malaria Prophylaxis - Emergency Contraception

We also provide a Comprehensive non NHS HEARING AID Service

* Comprehensive Travel Vaccination
* Flu Vaccination on NHS
* Pneumonia Vaccination
* New - Shingles Vaccination
* Prescription Collection and DELIVERY Service

Telephone/Fax: 01304 611 362
01304 279 377 or 01304 279 378

email: eastrypharmacy@gmail.com

Opening Times: Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm Saturday 9am to 5pm
NO LUNCHTIME CLOSING

The Cross, Eastry, Nr Sandwich, Kent CT13 0HG
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Nurture at Eastry Primary School
At Eastry,we have a strong nurturing ethos that is evident in so
many aspects of our school life.  We are looking to develop our
existing good practices and build on these to ensure that we embed
the best nurturing culture throughout our school. We have therefore
signed up to the National Nurturing Schools programme which will
give us the guidance and tools we need to achieve this objective.

The programme aims to enhance teaching and learning and promote healthy
outcomes for our children. It focuses on emotional needs and development, as well
as academic learning in a whole school environment.  We hope to be one of those
schools that gain accreditation for achieving a higher level of nurturing provision.

This academic year, we are proud to
unveil a new nurture classroom. This
space will provide  a stimulating and
welcoming learning environment for
children who may at times benefit from
undertaking some of their learning in a
small group. Mrs Rosemary Harrison
and Mr Ben Cockram, (shown in the
photograph right in the Eastry Nurture
Room) who will support  much of the
learning that will take place within the
nurture classroom,  have worked hard to
prepare the room and resources for the
new academic year.

Mrs Kate Plant, Assistant Head Teacher at Eastry said,” Continuing to grow our
nurturing ethos is a hugely important part of our school plan. We are excited to be
part of the National Nurturing School’s programme and can already see positives
from this programme embedding themselves in our school life.”

Snap a photo of the
suspicious behaviour,
incidents or concerns

Tell us where you are or
use your phone’s built in

GPS location

Receive updates and alerts
on incidents you submit



Year Round Recipes - Spiced Apple Cake
Preheat the oven to 190°C/Fan 170°C/Gas 5.

Line a 23cm springclip cake tin with baking parchment.

Ingredients
750g apples, peeled, cored and thinly sliced, 1 lemon zest and juice

250g self raising flour,1 tspn baking powder,1 tspn ground cinnamon,1 tspn mixed
spice, 2 large eggs, 100g Demerara sugar 200ml of milk (preferably semi skimmed),

100ml sunflower oil

Method
As you slice the apples put them in a bowl with the juice and zest of the lemon.Mix flour,
baking powder, cinnamon and spice in a large bowl. Whisk egg with sugar, milk and oil

in a separate bowl. Pour wet ingredients into into dry ingredients, combine the two
gently. Stir in the apples, but don’t add any lemon juice left in the bowl. Pour mixture into

tin, sprinkle a little extra Demerara sugar over the top.Bake for 1 hour, test the centre
with a skewer or knife, if it has mixture on it give it a few more minutes.Leave to cool in

the    tin for at least 10 minutes. Dust with icing sugar or caster sugar when cold.
Sue Hankins
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What’s on in Eastry Village Hall - dates for your diary
Sunday  9th October 10am – 3 PM:

Table Top sale/Makers market   Tables are £10 and can be booked at
evhevents@outlook.com

Sunday 30th October:
SPOOKY SUNDAY, FAMILY FUN AFTERNOON:

Lots of fun for the whole family including:
Best carved pumpkin competition  - Best  Halloween fancy dress  (juniors)

Best Halloween themed baking competition (juniors)
Junior disco - Spooky food available

(Entry by donation phone 07850114566 to reserve your space)

Sunday 6th November 10am – 3 PM:
Table Top sale/Makers market   Tables are £10 and can be booked at

evhevents@outlook.com

Saturday 12th November 7:30 PM:
Race Night: Full race card and supper

Sunday Dec 4th Christmas  Fayre:
Gifts, craft decorations, all things ChristmassyTables are £15 and can be booked at

evhevents@outlook.com

Saturday 17th December: SANTA COMES TO EASTRY!!!
Children’s crafts, Fun and games, PLUS The Man Himself to take present wishes and give out gifts

mailto:evhevents@outlook.com
mailto:evhevents@outlook.com
mailto:evhevents@outlook.com
mailto:evhevents@outlook.com
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Eastry WI

Welcome to this edition’s missive from Eastry W.I. We were blessed
with very good weather at the Church Fete,  meeting lots of lovely
folk.  Our cake stall was once again a great success and raised
funds for the church as well as our coffers, two of our members
helped out on the church run refreshment stall where they were

ideally placed to listen to the afternoon’s splendid entertainment.

On the 3rd of August we had a very informative talk about the Cinque Ports by Len
Howell, we look forward to our next speaker.  Then on the 20th August we welcomed
members from Sutton Valence W.I., an annual event where we visit each other on
alternate years. We arranged to take them on a visit to Sandown Community Garden
in Deal which they really enjoyed. We made sure that our friends were well fed and
watered. As you can see we do get out and about a bit.  As always, we issue an
invitation to new members to come and enjoy a warm and friendly welcome from
the ladies of Eastry W.I.                         Ann Harris

Yet again the children of Eastry came to the rescue!
During the night of Friday 26th August (Bank
Holiday weekend) a number of toy piglets
descended on Eastry and gathered on the
village hall railings and in the gardens of “The
Parade” asking to be found a home.  The
notices they erected said the following:-

“Children of Eastry - Please can you help us?
We don’t know what to do. Our parents have said we must find a new home
ourselves as our present sty is too small.  A new litter of piglets are expected. We
knew you had helped our other animal friends in the past by taking them home and
caring for them.  Please be kind and look after us, we cannot thank you enough.”
Needless to say by the end of the Saturday all had found new homes like all the toy
baby animals in the past.

Ever wondered if your great-grandmother was a Suffragette, your g-g-grandfather
fought in the Boer War or if any of your relatives travelled abroad?  Delving into
your family history can be fascinating, even the humblest families provide lots of
interesting stories.  Over the long, winter months it can be an absorbing hobby
and much research is free at your local library or on your own computer.  Come
and join Deal Family History Society – we meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month
(7.30pm) at the Landmark Centre in Deal with a guest speaker and refreshments.
Come and get started on what could be a fascinating journey!

If you need any more information, contact Lesley Smith on 01304 617035 or
email ljaynesmith@talktalk.net Lesley Smith(secretary DFHS)

Calling all you Family Historians out there!
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Open 7 days
a week

Friendly and
compassionate

Out of hours
support

Garden/ Pond Design, Building &
Refurbishments, Pond Cleaning

Maintenance /
Maintenance Contracts,
Child Safe Pond Covers

Filtration Specialists, Patios -
Decking - Fencing - Brickwork -

Arbours

Tel: 07563 212858

R.B.W.
KENT’S WATER FEATURE

SPECIALISTS AND
POND BUILDING EXPERTS

www.ReflectionByWater.com
Email: andrewlongrbw@hotmail.com



Spotlight on local talent - Alice Clarke (photographer)
Sixteen year old Alice has lived in the village for 4 years now. She has enjoyed
photography for a number of years and is about to study photography at A-level.
She has noticed all the beautiful photos in the Eastry Village Magazine, and thought
she would share a few of the photos she has taken around the village recently and
has also done the splendid cover for this issue. Alice certainly seems to be a very
talented photographer already, we wish her well and hopefully we will be seeing
more photos from her in the future.

19
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Poppy displays

Our Honey Bees (15) - Ray Checksfield

Bird Snaring
Bird snaring with wire snares is illegal in England. This type of trap is cruel and
causes unnecessary suffering to birds and other creatures. A local resident
with some knowledge of this practice has reported two recent incidents of bird
snaring in Eastry. Both incidents occurred in the vicinity of the field that lies
south of the old hospital and west of Lower Street.

In the first incident a mature hen pheasant was seen to have lost half a leg.
This bird has not been seen for a week or more. In the second incident an
adolescent male pheasant was seen to have lost multiple scales on its right
leg – resulting in it hopping away irregularly when approached.

These snares can also be dangerous to small children. Please report any
incidents of bird snaring to the RSPCA.

And then came the wasps. As if mother nature had not thrown enough at us, the
wasps came in hoards this year. They love bee hives and will overpower small hives
and steal everything, grubs, bees, pollen and honey. Many losses have been
reported but fortunately mine stayed safe. I put up 6 wasp traps early and closed
the hive entrances to 1 inch so that the guard bees have a smaller space to defend.

Sadly, for me, I think this will be my last year keeping bees. At 85 years it is all
becoming heavy and hard work and like most modern things today, it has become
more and more complicated. I started way back in 1949 at Sandwich Secondary
Modern School, as it was then. There were three hives there and the bees were an
alternative to gardening. Hooray!  I had my first hive of bees in 1953 at Ash and
have kept bees ever since, in one form or another. Hopefully, grandson William will
take up the bees and hives and I will still aid him if needed. It has been a great hobby
and I shall miss it and so will 'er' indoors as no more going through the house wiping
sticky finger marks off all handles, door knobs etc.

This will probably be my last entry into the Eastry magazine. One I have enjoyed
very much and who knows, hopefully there is someone out there from our village
who may take up this wonderful craft.

With very best wishes to you all from me.                Ray Checksfield, Peak Drive.

THANK YOU Ray for such a personal and interesting insight into the ups and
downs of bee-keeping. We wish you well and we shall miss you.
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A view we are going to lose to developmentMobile Hairdresser
Level 2 and 3 qualified

Contact: 07515 988859
email: abi.rachel.brant@gmail.com
Instagram: Abigailbrant_hair_x
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 Eastry Neighbourhood Watch 2022
Your Neighbourhood Watch in Eastry has been operating for over
40 years!  It is about people getting together with their neighbours
to take action to reduce crime through the spread of information and
developing a close relationship between community members and
the local police.

Benefits include:

Cut crime and the opportunities for crime

Help and reassure those who live in the area

Encourage neighbourliness and closer communities

There are currently about 26 members spread throughout the village though we
could do with a few more to enable us to cover all streets. Luckily Eastry is  a
pretty safe place to live with little traditional criminal activity.   The main area of
concern is cyber crime and scams.

Unfortunately online and telephone scams are common. We recently held a
session at the parish council's coffee morning and discovered that at least one
person on every table had witnessed the parcel delivery scam. Be warned.   You
may receive a text message saying a parcel has arrived arrived for you but that
you are required to make a payment of £1.45 in order for this to be delivered.  It
will ask you to click on a link and supply personal and financial data. The message
states that the parcel would be returned back to the sender if you did not respond
immediately.  On no account must you click on the link as it could enable the
criminal to obtain important information about you  leading to a larger scam or loss
of even more money from your account.

If you think that you may have been a victim of this or any other type of scam, then
hang up and contact your bank immediately. You can do this by calling 159 where
you will be given a list of all participating banks to choose from.  This is a new
scheme. We suggest you also report any scams to Action Fraud at
www.actionfraud.police.uk or call 0300 123 2040.

There was also a recent scam in the village where 2 men with an Irish accent offered
to jet wash your drive for as much as £1000. Speak to a friend,  relation,  neighbour
or neighbourhood watch contact before entering into an expensive  contract like this
and don't be tempted if they  offer a reduced price for cash. Do not leave them alone
at your property eg. when they suggest you go to a cash point to obtain payment.

Stay alert and help spread awareness of potential criminal activity to keep us all
safe.                                                   Simon Dundas, Chairman Eastry NHW
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LARGE CAR PARK • www.sandwich-animal-feeds.co.uk • CARRY OUT SERVICE

01304 613402 • 07725 592077

● Farm feeds
● Domestic & household pets
● Horse feed
● Horse rugs & accessories
● Accessories for all animals
● Chicken coops, rabbit hutches and

bird tables
● Wild bird food and treats
● Frontline and horse wormers
● Prescription diet for dogs and cats

ANYTHING NOT STOCKED
CAN BE ORDERED

Sandwich Animal Feeds
Ash Road, Sandwich, CT13 9JA

Open 9 to 5.30 Mon to Sat
and 10 to 2pm Sunday

We are suppliers of feed for
animals both large and small.
From domestic and household
pets to farm animals and much
more besides. Our friendly
knowledgeable staff are there
to help.



Eastry Horticultural Society - Eastry Gardeners
Hyde Hall and our wonderful Autumn Open Show
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Our very hot sun scorched autumn season started with a brilliant well organized trip
up to Chelmsford for a visit to the wonderful gardens at Hyde Hall. It was a great
day out enjoyed by everyone. There were sufficient activities going on to keep us
all busy for the day. Apart from the beautiful gardens there were literally dozens of
stalls set up selling just about everything that a gardener could ever hope for, ranging
from beautiful plants and many often rare bulbs, through to tools and even garden
ornaments. Quite a few of us unintentionally came home with something that we
did not start out with.

Our next event, on another extremely hot day, was the Annual Open Show, which
which as usual attracted a lot of local exhibitors, even more pleasant was the number
of members of the public who came in to admire the efforts of the members. Despite
the hot dry season not being too kind to many growers the show itself was still a
wonderful display of flowers, fruit and vegetables all grown by the exhibitors, plus
the usual amazing displays of flower arrangements, home cooking, handicrafts and
photographs. Among the host of trophy winners the stand out competitor was Trevor
Burton who managed to take home six of the clubs top trophies, though in total there
were nine different trophy winners. Well done all of you.

The speaker at our next meeting will be giving us the low-down on the ‘Hares and
Foxes’. Real wild livestock that is - not a local pub!!                                J.Surridge
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Dover Flower Club
Dover Flower Club meets at Whitfield Village Hall, CT16 3LY on the last Monday
of every month. It is open to anyone who has an interest in flowers or floral art.
We are always happy to welcome new members and we run a programme of
coaching workshops for all abilities, together with demonstrations by well known
people in the Flower Arranging world. There are also opportunities to buy
accessories for flower arrangements, competitions to enter and raffles to
participate in.

Upcoming events this Autumn are as follows:

Monday 24th October: Workshop - participants can make an Autumn Weath.

Monday 28th November: A flower arranging demonstration by celebrated floral
artist Robin White entitled ‘White Christmas’.

Meetings commence at 7.15 pm. Refreshments available. For more information
contact:  Gillian Ogden 01304 617848  email: roland@driver97.plus.com

Eastry Short Mat Bowls recommences Friday 7th October. We
will be getting together starting at 7pm and finishing at 9pm every
Friday over the Winter in the Village Hall. If you would like to
have a try just come along on the evening- we can provide bowls
if you don’t have any.

Short Mat Bowls is a fun and social activity for all ages. Come and have a go, it
doesn’t matter if you have played before or not- all welcome.

Short Mat Bowls equipment has kindly been grant funded by Dover District Council
Community Grants”

Eastry Bowling Club - Short Mat Bowls

St.Mary’s Church, Eastry

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAYRE
in the Church on Saturday

November 19th -  10am to 1pm.
There’s nothing like getting Christmas shopping in early!

Mulled wine, mince pies etc. Don’t miss it!



26

Eastry        Woodnesborough Benefice
October and November

at St.Mary’s Church Eastry

Churches Open for Private Prayer*
Our churches are usually open for private prayer and reflection as follows:

Eastry: 9am to 5pm daily;     Staple: 9am to 5pm daily;    Tilmanstone: 9am to 5pm daily;

Woodnesborough: 9am to 5pm daily;    Northbourne: 10am to 4pm daily.

*Subject to current Covid restrictions. Check Church website or Facebook for updates

Services in October
    Sunday     2nd October    10.00am Harvest Holy Communion
    Sunday     9th October  10.00am Come and  Worship Team

    Sunday   16th October    10.00am Holy Communion

    Sunday   23rd October      8.00am Holy Communion
         10.00am Holy Communion

    Sunday   30th October 10.00am Holy Communion- at Staple
                            3.00pm - 6.00pm All Souls Service

Services in November
Sunday    6th November 10.00am Holy Communion

  Sunday  13th November   10.45am Remembrance Service

Sunday  20th November  10.00am Holy Communion

 Sunday  27th November       8.00am Holy Communion
             10.00am Holy Communion

SpECIAL Services in  october -November
All Souls Service - Sunday 30th October 3pm -6pm

Come to  remember departed family and friends.  Light a candle, in  memory of your
loved ones. Sit and reflect  stay as long as  you need to.

Remembrance Service - Sunday 13th November 10.45am- 12noon
Meet outside the church near the war memorial at 10.45am to remember those who

have died during wars and in action.  The service continues in church.



Church Office - Tel: 01304 611323
Benefice Office, The Church Hall, Church Street, Eastry CT13 0HH
Wednesdays 10.45am to 12.45pm and Fridays 10.00am to 12 noon

Benefice Website
Please visit our website: www.EWBchurches.org.uk and share your

thoughts on progress so far to Michael Kinns.
The new website is regularly being updated.

NB there is also a new sub-page for “Eastry Church” on the
Eastry Parish Council website which links to the benefice website.

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/EWBchurches

Please note that at this time your Eastry Woodnesborough
Benefice Church Contacts are:

Rector - Reverend Andrew Brown
01304 273836    rev.andrewewb@gmail.com  (Andrew’s rest day is Friday)

Benefice Office Tel: 01304 611323 - ansaphone checked daily.
email: eastry.benefice@gmail.com (checked daily)

Details of our online Church Service are shown below
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To join, you will need to do one of the following:
Using a laptop or tablet, copy this URL in to your web browser

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7360055669

On a smartphone, dial: (the commas are important)
+442034815240,,7360055669# or +442080806591,,7360055669#

On a land line or old mobile phone, dial: 0203 481 5240 or 0208080 6591
When asked for your meeting number, enter: 7360055669#

Ignore the request for an ID – just press # again
If you are asked for a password, it is 2 4 6 8 10

ONLINE CHURCH SERVICES - Access Procedure

The Church Registers - Weddings
18/06/22 Kyle McGowan & Melanie Cullen

25/06/22 Jack Terry & Rheanna-Louise Hammond

20/08/22 Daniel McCartney & Leila Edwards

mailto:rev.andrewb@gmail.com
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Interested in how historical landscapes develop over time? Interested in
the early medieval history of East Kent? Wondered how the the different
estates  came into being during the time of the Kingdom of Kent and
beyond, and how they developed on either side of the Norman conquest?
We have a funded project called:-

THE  EVOLUTION OF A DOWNLAND LANDSCAPE; NONINGTON 700-1400
You may be interested? There is a good corpus of charter and other documentary
materials as well as ongoing archaeological and topographical  work.

To find out more, please contact Dr Sheila Sweetinburgh at
sheila.sweetinburgh@canterbury.ac.uk

Centre for Kent History & Heritage - Canterbury Christ Church University
Masters’ Degree by Research
Part time or full time; financial help available.

Whispers of History
Eastry resident LucyAnn Curling has released her first book. She’s
been researching her ancestors for 16 years. Early on in the
research she discovered that her 5x great grandparents lived at
Ham Manor. When she retired she decided to move to East Kent
to live in her ancestors’ territories. 200 years ago, on 7 August
1822, LucyAnn’s 3x great grandparents Thomas Oakley Curling
and his wife Jane set sail from England with eight of their nine
children to become settlers in Tasmania. Curling Wisps and
Whispers of History will eventually be a series of four books

telling the story of three generations of the Curling family. Volume 1, Thanet to
Tasmania, was published on 7 August 2022.

‘Discovering many letters written by my ancestors made it a duty to write their story,’
she says. ‘The letters, along with a journal are mostly in the British and Bodleian
Libraries, but I also found lots of material in the Kent Archives in Maidstone.’
LucyAnn has made many ‘Family History friends’ around the world through her
research. Several are, like LucyAnn, descendants of Thomas and Jane. Carey
Bayliss, who lives in Australia even owns three original letters written in 1819 which
she shared with LucyAnn. Two were written by their 4x grandma Catharine Curling
to her 14-year-old grandson Thomas at boarding school in Ramsgate and the third
was his reply to her. Far from being a chore though, the research has led to many
exciting discoveries. It has taken LucyAnn to archives in Ireland, Kefalonia and
Malta. ‘I’d love to visit Tasmania one day’ she says ‘and see the site of my ancestors’
home’.

Thanet to Tasmania is available from all good bookstores, worldwide and online,
ISBN 978-1-915174-02-4.
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PRIVATE HIRE CARS

01304 617424
 Airports  -  Contracts

Any Distance

London & Theatre Trips
available

web: www.sandwichcars.co.uk
email:sandwichcars@tiscali.co.uk

Evening THURSDAY  4.00 to 8.30 pm
        FRIDAY       4.00 to 9.00 pm
  SATURDAY  4.00 to 8.30 pm

Lunch SATURDAY only 11.30 -1.30pm

Credit/Debit Card payments

eastryfishbar@btconnect.com
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“Dream On”

Swifts of Eastry
One Swallow may make a summer but for many it is the
Swift that really means the summer has arrived. Swifts
have declined in the UK by 53% since 1995. Much of the
decline has been attributed to the lack of nesting sites
due to modern insulation requirements of new buildings
and continued refurbishment of older ones. Campaigns
are underway to encourage architects and housebuilders
to incorporate recently designed “swiftbricks” that easily
replicate the nooks and crannies that swifts like.

However, here in Eastry, we have a colony that nests in
the roof line of St Mary’s Church. I do not have any
historical data about numbers and the site had not been
entered on the national SwiftMapper database but this
year there were at least 8 active nests.

They are predominantly on the northern side of the nave, with one on the south side
and a couple in the lower chancel. On both sides of the knave there are 51
openings between the roof timbers so any decline in numbers here is not to do with
the church. Almost certainly their decline is related to the international decline in
insects. If you have a friend or family member with any knowledge please let me
know.                                                             Jeff – the “Bee-Friendly Gardener”

Swifts Flock



Drainage • Driveways
Excavations • Earthwork • Hard

Landscaping • Concreting
Footings • Septic Tanks • Tarmac

Block Paving • Fencing
Garden Services

Mr R Crick

30 years experience,
Fully insured CITB Reg
Friendly Reliable Service

Recommendations available
Free estimates

Specialist digger drivers
available

Please call 01304 619442 or
07771 701594

Reuben.crick@sky.com
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Martin J Kemp
Painter & Decorator

Building Maintenance

01304 612652
07717 337912

7 Church Street,
Eastry CT13 0HH

mjfkemp@tiscali.co.uk
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J.Dilnot Smith & Son
Funeral Directors

A local independent family
concern providing a complete

and caring service.

Personal Attention

Private Chapels of Rest

Beacon Lane, Woodnesborough,
Sandwich, Kent

Telephone: 01304 812300
Day or Night
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The energy crisis is making its mark
So many people, now sitting in the dark

Afraid to use their electric, to give them light
Or gas to keep them warm, when winter bites!

Six million households will be on the breadline
Urgent need for food banks, we are in decline

 Both oil and gas companies are making a profit
Each and every one of us will feel it in our pocket!

And yet fat cats are bragging about “cash machines”
Some even say “the biggest pay outs ever seen!”
Surely the government can stop this exploitation

Gas and Electric prices, versus human degradation!

The Energy Crisis 2022

I sit by my window and let my mind unwind,
Thoughts of loved ones passed, come to mind.
I’ve heard robins can signify a special meaning,
I’m not sure it’s true, maybe just me dreaming.

I watch, my heart softly beating,
Should I stay close or start retreating.

I silently pray they visit me soon,
These creatures, souls of our dearly departed.

You’re here little robin in the tree,
Do you sing your song solely for me?

Is it a message, a sign from a loved one?
Your presence displays love from someone.



Gardening on the other side of the fence (9)
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Jeff the “Bee Friendly Gardener”

Rain, at last. The dry weather broke in East Kent
quite a bit later than elsewhere in the country and it
took another week or so before the amounts became
significant. As a home and professional gardener the
effects are more than a bit disheartening but I can
only imagine being a farmer or professional grower.
During the height of the dry spell I installed water
butts number 10,11 & 12 plus another couple of
down pipe rain diverters from which I can manually
run hoses to top up the pond when rain is forecast.

The effects of climate change may well alter how we garden in the future but, for
the time being, I suspect that most of us will continue in the same vein. I had
conversations with clients about ten years ago about how we would approach
altering their gardens but we then had a couple of damp summers and we mostly
forgot about the issue. But if does become the norm, some of our traditional staples
like green lawns, runner beans and apple trees may all become things of the past.
(Runner Beans originally came from the Andes in South America and thrive in
cooler, damp areas whereas French Beans are better in warmer places. Apparently
the French grow Flat Green beans rather than Runners). Our Bramley apple had
dropped over 50% of its crop already. But before you consider paving over your
front gardens or rolling out the plastic lawns, be aware that your immediate
environment will heat up considerably without the cooling effects of plants and trees.

Anecdotal reports from bee and insect enthusiasts from around the country have
reported much quieter gardens than normal. We have also been taking part in the
Bugs Matter surveys, where we use a supplied template to count the number of
insects on our car number plate. First done 2004, there has been a 59% decline in
numbers recorded nationally including 2021’s results and 72% in Kent. This aligns
almost exactly with other surveys taking place internationally. I may be an advocate
for greener gardening but, sadly, the causes are far more wide ranging. But I will
continue to do my bit and encourage others to do the same. Just last week, it was
announced that the sale of peat-based composts to home gardeners will be banned
from 2024. Many growers have had mixed results with the use of peat-free
composts in the past but the quality has improved and it will require  a bit of effort
and experimentation to achieve the same results. I have grown all my plants for the
past 7 years using Melcourt Sylvagrow. But the industry will face challenges in
meeting the increased requirement.

Lastly, yesterday as I write, saw the passing of our Queen. Prince Charles has long
been a supporter of organic farming and green gardening even in the face of an
unsupportive media, especially in the 1980’s. Our monarch is not supposed to
meddle in political issues but, as our King, I can only hope he bends the ears of a
few of our leaders as we advance into difficult times.
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Trevor Laker
Engineering
Unit 17 Birnham Mushrooms,

Hammill Road, Woodnesborough,
Sandwich CT13 0PR

Service and Repair
Sales of new and
used machinery

01304 813777
paul.laker3@btinternet.com

Garden Machinery
Repairs

 ALL YOUR REGULAR GARDEN MAINTENANCE CARRIED OUT BY
 A WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTALLY CONSCIOUS GARDENER

  Whether you have an established garden that is already a haven for wildlife , or
  would like to develop one, I am currently looking for like-minded clients. I am a
  knowledgeable plantsman and long time Wildlife Trust member.

Lawns, flower borders, hedges and small trees maintained
         Planting to attract bees and other wildlife

        Composting management, chemical-free or organic practices if required

  Call Jeff on 01304 275631 or 07792 086385. Based in Eastry.
  Look for Bee Friendly Gardener on Facebook and Nextdoor

  Established in 2003

KEEN TO GREEN YOUR GARDEN?
Garden Maintenance for wildlife friendly gardens



Georgie
Stewart

A warm welcome awaits you at my
foot clinic!
Let me take care of your foot health
issues:

● Nail clipping
● In-grown toenails
● Corns,
● Hard Skin,
● Fungal toenails and Athletes foot
● Foot and lower leg massage etc.

- Diabetics welcome.
To make an appointment please call
me on: 07563 161886

Foot Health Practitioner Bsy AHCP

Karen’s Hairdressing

Services include:-
● Aromatherapy
● Reflexology
● Sports

Massage
● Indian Head

www.mobiletherapykent.co.uk
07890 543 194 - 01304 617 500

Curative Therapy

● Freelance unisex hairdresser
● Extensive knowledge of all
Hairdressing and Barbering
techniques
● Classic trends to most modern
styles
● Perms, Colours, Cutting, Blow
dries, Shampoo & sets, Up do’s
and Bridal Hair all at affordable
prices
● Day and evening appointments
available
● Call Karen on 07969790604
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Animals you can see easily locally:

The Common/Smooth Newt
Newts are amphibians not reptiles. They have a relatively thin, moist skin not the
dry scaly skin of reptiles. They obtain oxygen primarily through this skin so it must
not dry out. They are most noticeable in spring and early summer when they seek
out a pond or lake in which to mate and lay their eggs. At this point males and
females are clearly distinguishable with the males being particularly striking in
appearance.

They are vulnerable to predation by fish so are more
likely to occur in ponds without fish. They
themselves feed on worms and smaller freshwater
invertebrates, particularly Gammarus (freshwater
‘shrimp’) and water hog louse. In the pond the male
executes a spectacular mating dance to attract a
female. He then lashes his tail wafting pheromones,
chemicals to excite her. She then nuzzles his cloaca
(a vent on the underside) and he releases a
spermatophore (a packet of sperm) which she
picks up into her cloaca,  She then seeks out water
weed leaves, attaching individual eggs, fertilised
from the spermatophore as they are laid.  The eggs
hatch after 10-20 days (faster in warmer water) into
larvae (‘tadpoles’). These live in the pond for about
3 months before metamorphosing into efts,
miniature adults, which emerge onto land.

The maturing efts, along with mature
adults leaving the pond after
breeding live on land in damp areas,
feeding mostly at night on worms
and other terrestrial invertebrates.
They ‘hibernate’ in winter in groups
under logs or rocks.

Common newts are fascinating to
watch, particularly in ponds and the
prospect of having them in a pond
provides a strong incentive to keep
a wildlife pond, free of goldfish and
other exotic fish. Such a pond, with
luck and careful management, will
acquire lots of interesting invertebrates, including water beetles, dragon and damsel
fly nymphs and a variety of pond snails.



Friendly and reliable service.
No job too small.

General home and garden repairs
and maintenance including
non-Part P electrical work.

Small construction projects
undertaken

www.facebook.com/
Jonathan Russell - Handyman

TIDY CARPENTRY
AND JOINERY

LEE TIDY: 01304 617537
MOBILE: 07742 683880
E-MAIL:
leetidycarpentry@gmail.com

ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY
WORK UNDERTAKEN

INCLUDING:
Joinery - Door Hanging - Flooring

Windows - Kitchens - Repairs
Painting (interior & exterior) - Coving

Property Maintenance Pergolas &
Decking - Stair Components Timber

Stud Partitions - Plaster boarding
Re-pointing Brickwork

Ceramic Floor and Wall Tiling

FREE ESTIMATES

SIMON STAIT
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

From a Dripping Tap to a Leaky
Roof I’ve got it Covered.

For all your building & plumbing
jobs inside & out.

Kitchens & Bathrooms installed
Outside Taps and Radiators

Roofing,Guttering, Fascias & Soffits,
Sheds & fences erected

Carpentry, Laminate Floors
Flat packs assembled

Painting & Decorating etc.

Fully insured reliable craftsman for
free estimates and consultations

Call Simon on 07727 687538

38

djplumbing123@googlemail.com

● Ball valves to bathrooms
Taps to tanks

● All work guaranteed
● Friendly & reliable
● No job is too small

Call Dave on: 01304 362485
or 07971 421766

NO

CALL- OUT

CHARGE

City & Guilds qualified.
Established 1992. Fully insured

DJ PLUMBING
SERVICES

All aspects of plumbing undertaken



Bird Watching with Big Nick
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I’d started my article for this edition but took a break to visit Sandwich Bay as it was
a beautiful day. Whilst on the sea front, I heard the characteristic calls of Sandwich
Terns. They were plunge-diving to catch small fish and I was able to photograph
them flying past. This encounter changed my thoughts on what to write; the one
previously started will be for another time.

This contribution is about the only 3 birds that are named after our county or towns
in it; the Kentish Plover, Dartford Warbler and Sandwich Tern, none of which now
breed in the places they are named after, and in the case of the Kentish Plover, not
even in the UK. The recording and naming of these 3 species is attributed to
Kentish-born ornithologist Dr John Latham (1740-1837).

The Sandwich Tern was first
recorded in 1787 and named
after Sandwich Bay where they
were found. It is the largest of the
UK terns and has a black bill with
a yellow tip; in summer it has a
black shaggy crown. They
migrate in winter to the coasts of

S & W Africa, but they return to the UK in mid March. They no longer nest at
Sandwich but do nest at one or two sites in the county.

Latham had named the Dartford Warbler in 1773
as they were found in the vicinity of that town. It
is a small, dark, long-tailed warbler, resident in
the UK. Its numbers dropped dramatically during
several harsh winters of the 1960s but have
gradually recovered. One or two have previously
wintered at Sandwich Bay, but they generally
prefer heathland with gorse and heather such as the Ashdown Forest.

Finally the Kentish Plover, first recorded in
the UK in 1787 when it was described by
Latham from specimens sent to him from
Kent. By the late 1880s there were thought
to be only 15 pairs left in the county.
Numbers then peaked at around 40 pairs in
the early part of the 20th century, mainly at
Dungeness. But in the last few decades it
has become a rare migrant with around 10
UK sightings per year. However, it is thought

that with careful management of suitable sites, we could once again see Kentish
Plovers back in Kent – fingers crossed!

Sandwich Tern - Summer and Winter plumages

Dartford Warbler,
at Sandwich Bay and Suffolk

Kentish Plover –photo taken in Majorca
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East Kent Mole Catcher
No Mole – No Fee

Your local mole catcher, based in
Ash, covering all local towns and

villages.
Offering mole control for your
lawns, gardens & paddocks.

Public liability insurance

Call/ text: East Kent Mole Catcher
07876 686543

Email: East Kent Mole Catcher
molecatcherkeith@hotmail.com

Horology Repairs

MR. T.
PETTMAN
Clock Maker
Specialist in Antique
Clock Restoration

Telephone:
07860 498963

Wrap Around Care and
Snug Bugs Nursery

is independently run within the grounds of
Northbourne CEP School. CT14 0LP

*For more info & to arrange a visit, call

Gill on 01304 613753

We’re Ofsted & KCC registered childcare,
claim your FREE place for 3-4 year olds and

up to 80% back if you’re claiming tax credits!



Rose Beer - Memories
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I was standing in the White Mill farm Shop the other day and memories of my days
working at Martin’s Farm Shop at Poison Cross came flooding back. Dear old
Mrs.Martin suffered badly with chilblains on her feet and, as the weather got colder
- and it was freezing in that shop, she would stamp her feet as she walked to keep
the circulation going.

At this time of the year the Cox’s apples and nuts would start arriving and David
Martin would come back from Laslett’s, the wholesalers at Woodnesborough, with
the first signs of Christmas. Mrs.Martin would stamp around even harder saying “I
(h)ate Christmas”. Then, heaven forbid, David would start bringing in the brussels
sprouts and she would say - “they won’t be any good cos they ain’t had a frost on
‘em” - such salesmanship!

Oh such happy, freezing cold days in that shop. I had started working there quite
by chance when Maureen (who had been there for many years) asked me if I would
help out one Christmas. Twenty Christmas’s and many summers later I was still
there so I certainly ‘learnt the trade’ as they say.

When I drive past there now it breaks my heart to see the state of the place. A place
that is full of stories and memories. If I was half the age and had the ‘start up money’
it would be a different place that’s for sure. God Bless Mrs. Martin and her chilblains!

    Take care - Rose

I think
I think there is a world above

that’s full of peace and filled with love.

I think there are angels fluffy white,

there is no day, there is no night.

I think we are called there one by one

when our life on earth is done.

Rose Beer



Village News Contacts

Editor: Patrick Clarke 01304 611224 Secretary and Distribution:
evneditor@gmail.com evndelivery@gmail.com
Advertising: evnadverts@gmail.com

Treasurer: Carol Sedgwick
Chairman: Brian Manton email: carolsedgwickevn@yahoo.com

Archived On-Line Copies (from 2007) Archived Hard Copies (c1930-2006)
www.eastry-pc.gov.uk Sandwich Guildhall Archives

contact Town Clerk’s office 617197
Village Diary – kept at the Post Office
for all village organisations fixtures, Village Hall Bookings 614054
events and meetings. Booking Clerk

Village Forum: Welcome Pack for people new to Eastry
www.facebook.com/eastryvillageforum Rosemary Barwick 611420

Disclaimer: the editor reserves the right to cut, edit or refuse to publish any contributions and
does not necessarily agree with opinions expressed in published articles. All advertisements in
the magazine are inserted in good faith, but the magazine committee accepts no responsibility

for any statement made by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services offered.

Copyright :The contents of this magazine may not be copied, reproduced, distributed,
republished, downloaded, displayed, posted or transmitted in any form or by any means
without the prior written permission of the Eastry Village News. All images shown in this

magazine are the property of the Eastry Village News unless otherwise accredited to another.
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All work fully guaranteed

Batchelor Coop
Chartered Accountants

“A professional accountancy service right on your doorstep ”

www.batchelorcoop.co.uk 01304 620600

Personal Tax

Company Tax

Tax Planning

Business Start-
ups

enquiries@batchelorcoop.co.uk

Accounts

Bookkeeping

Payroll

VAT

Audit



44

HOUGHAM
BRICKWORK

& PLASTERING
Commercial, Residential &
Private works undertaken

Types of work we take on:

 Extensions  -  Garage Conversions  -  Garden Walls
    Blocked Paved Paths  - Drives and Patios

Plastering Rooms, Ceilings & Walls
Commercial/Private & Contract Work  -  Re-pointing

We aim to please!   O.A.P. Rates

ALL OUR WORK IS FULLY INSURED

We explain
the work to

you from start
to finish

Call: 07565 100216
or 01304 790221
www.houghambp.co.uk


