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Your first stop for newspapers & magazines
Wide range of confectionary
Good selection of greeting cards & stationery
Milk & essential groceries
National Lottery
Motor Vehicle Tax and Council Tax payments
Foreign currency and travel insurance
Banking facilities - no fee payable (Barclays/ Giro/ Co-op/ Lloyds TSB)
Cash withdrawals (Mon-Sat only)

BICKERS
Your local Shop, Newsagent and Post Office

 OPENING HOURS - Still open 7 days a week
Monday to Saturday 7.00am - 5.30pm Sunday 7.30am -12pm

Tel: 01304 611258 (shop) 01304 621864 (Post Office)

Now - Wines, beers and spirits!

Ambulance, Fire, Police             999

Police Community Support 101
and non-emergency Police

Community Warden
Peter Gill 07703 454190
Peter.Gill@kent.gov.uk
Neighbourhood Watch
Simon Dundas  611320

Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Highways Faults       03000 418181
UK Power Network 105

Doctors Surgery 619790
The Market Place, Sandwich
Emergency out of hours 111

Eastry Twinning Association
Chairman: Nick Smith 01304 617035

Eastry Parish Council
www.eastry-pc.gov.uk
www.facebook.com/EastryPC
Chairman: Mark Jones
Vice-Chairman: Deborah Russell
Clerk to Council
Mrs. Joanna Jones   01304 746036
clerk@eastry-pc.gov.uk
Thornton House, Thornton Lane,
Eastry, Sandwich, Kent CT13 0EU

C of E Primary School   611360
Head Teacher: Mrs. Sarah Moss
PTA Treasurer: Justine Crane

Eastry Ravens FC
Steve Booth   07864 925289
email: 27srb@sky.com

Eastry Cricket Club
chairman@eastrycricketclub.com
www.facebook.com/EastryCricketClub/

Village Contacts

www.facebook.com/EastryPC
mailto:27srb@sky.com
mailto:chairman@eastrycricketclub.com
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DOES EASTRY STILL WANT
THE  EASTRY VILLAGE NEWS?

Our future lies in your hands
and the clock is ticking!

Having received no interest at all from our advert in the last Eastry Village News the
remaining two committee members have had to re-assess the future of this splendid
and rather unique magazine and whether, indeed, it has one. We are fully aware
that social media has become the hare to our tortoise but we are equally aware that
there are a number of people, of all ages, who still appreciate the printed copy.

We are in urgent need of three or four volunteers to take on the mantle before our
AGM in October 2023 to ensure the magazine can still continue to be produced.

First and foremost we need an editor. This person ideally needs to be reasonably
computer literate, have typing and communication skills and some concept of design.
On average there is about 2-3 days work every other month collating our received
articles and designing the layout. This can be more or less depending on how
enthusiastic the editor wants to be. We have a pretty good publishing programme
and would offer training as necessary to do the job. The programme is very
comprehensive and I am sure I have only scratched the surface on what it can do
and can create. There might be someone out there with an idea to change the way
it’s done, it could perhaps become an online edition only but we are not sure how
successful that would be.

Secondly we need a treasurer. We are financially secure thanks to our loyal
advertisers who provide nearly all our income and most of our costs are for the
printing. Mainly, the transactions are online through our bank, the Nat West.
Requests for payment from the advertisers are sent by email and records are kept
on spreadsheets. Each year the accounts are scrutinised by a professional
accountant. Finally, we also need a Distribution Supervisor with to deal with our
stalwart distributors who get the magazines out throughout the village.

We don’t know the answers but, like most of the village organisations, we do need
the volunteers to do it. It would be a shame to see the Eastry Village News go but
perhaps that’s the way things are at the moment.

If you are interested in any of the committee positions please contact
Patrick Clarke evneditor@gmail.com or Brian Manton bnmanton@aol.com



       Group Scout Leader - Graham Baker 07837 430167 or 01304 611487
10thdealeastryscouts@gmail.com

BEAVERS (age 5¾ -8)
Monday 6.00pm - 7.15pm
Leader      Matt

CUBS (age 8-10½ )
Tuesday 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Leader Jonathon

SCOUTS (age 10½ - 14)
Wednesday  7.00pm to 9.00pm
Leader Graham Baker

EXPLORERS (age 14+) Meet every other
Friday from 7.45pm - 9.15pm and focus
on the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.
Contact - Graham Baker

FOR HQ BOOKINGS
Contact: Marion Wanstall (617854)

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME
Scouting is fun for adults too.
If you would like to help then please
contact Graham Baker

10th Deal Eastry Scout Group - Scout Hut

EASTRY YOUNG PEOPLES CLUB
(next to the Gun Park) Have fun and

make friends - Admission free

Meetings
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

for 12-19 year olds - 7pm to 9pm

Eastry Young People’s Contacts
4

Contact - Chairperson of Eastry Young People’s Club
Monica Laslett on 07902 303397

BUBBLES NURSERY
Contact Hayley Sanders on 01304 615487

mailto:10thdealeastryscouts@gmail.com
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LT DRAWING SERVICES LTD

ARCHITECTURAL PLANNING &
BUILDING REGULATION DESIGN SERVICES

FREE INITIAL SITE VISIT & CONSULTATION

Tel: 01227 206205
www.ltdservices.co.uk      enquiries@ltdservices.co.uk

CALL OR EMAIL
TO DISCUSS
YOUR   PROJECT
REQUIREMENTS
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Non recyclable waste
Black topped wheelie bin, food bin & green/garden waste

Tuesdays 1st, 15th, 29th  August  12th, 26th, September

Recyclable Waste Blue topped wheelie bin and Food Bin
Plastics, tins, bottles, paper and cardboard.

Tuesdays 8th,  22nd,   August      5th , 19th September
Please double check your dates on the DDC website

Dover District Council - Bin Collections

Eastry Village News DEADLINE
is the 14th of the month prior to publication -  i.e January, March, May, July,

September, November. Please send copy to evneditor@gmail.com

Fridays 4th & 18th August* and
1st, 15th & 29th September.

All welcome, free tea, coffee, squash and biscuits.

Hi Kent Hearing Charity attend the first coffee morning
in the month, providing free NHS hearing aid aftercare,

advice and battery supply. Mobile Library 09.30-10.00am.
Books and puzzle swaps available.

*PCSO & Community Warden in attendance from 9.30-11.30

Eastry Village Coffee Morning
Village Hall 9.00-12 noon

For more info: Contact the Clerk, Jo Jones 07903 739792

Eastry Ravens FC
 Invicta League Champions 2022/2023

Congratulations!

Eastry Painting for Pleasure
meet on  Friday morning from 9.30am - 12noon,

at the Scout Hall, Wilmott Place, Eastry.

* Social Prescribing Team in attendance.



Eastry Horticultural Society - Eastry Gardeners
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We started off with a potentially disturbing  talk on “how to commit the perfect
murder”. The members were divided in to two groups - murderers and detectives
and after a bit of friendly debate the subject gradually moved to the poisons that
can be found in our gardens. So many of our regular garden plants are in fact very
poisonous especially via our skin so it was seriously recommended that we should
always wear gloves when handling them or especially when using our weed killers.
Our next very interesting evening was spent on the subject of the Castles of the
Downs between 1538 and 1547. The Downs are in fact the stretch of water laying
between Ramsgate, Deal, Walmer, Dover and seaward to the Goodwin Sands and
was considered to be a very safe deep anchorage. The castles, built by Henry VIII
were in fact gun forts and were built in fear of invasion by the catholic hoards
reaching out from Europe. These Forts (castles) are well worth a visit for any of you
who have never seen inside them or are just interested in our local history.

Then there was of course the eagerly awaited
Summer show. Despite the obnoxious wet and cold
spring weather followed by the abnormally dry and
extremely windy early summer conditions, none of
which did much to help the gardeners, the display of
flowers was amazing. Sadly the veg’s though good
did not display the same high quality nor quantity of
the flowers exhibited. The one exception was the
Club’s pot grown potato competition with the winner
John B producing an exceptional 6.25kg. There was a staggering  thirty one
competitors with the weights grown ranging right down to Marion’s 0.3kg – all from
the same variety but grown to your own specification. It was brilliant watching the
two very young competitors, who although both were near the bottom of the weights
table were really excited by the whole event and they had enough to take home to
mum for a nice dinner treat.

Steve P took the trophy in the Sweet
Pea classes with some beautiful
blooms, the quality of which was
equaled by Olive F and Gillian O in
the hotly disputed classes for Roses.
’New girl’ Sarah B was overjoyed
when taking the trophy for her Mixed
Garden Flowers. Dian S came top in
the Floral Art classes, Trevor B
comfortably took the pot grown Hosta

trophy while Marion S walked off with three trophies including Best in the Domestic
classes, the Jubilee class and of course for her phenomenal  last  place in the potato
competition. Our next biggy is an eagerly awaited trip to the exceptional Wisley
Gardens which really need to be visited four times  each year as they change so
much with the seasons.                John Surridge
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Dover Flower Club
We welcome new visitors to our club which is open to anyone with an interest

in flowers. We meet on the fourth Monday of the month at 7.15pm  at
Whitfield Village Hall, Manley Close (off Sandwich Road),

Whitfield, Dover CT16 3LY

A full programme of events is planned throughout the year, including flower
arranging, demonstrations, talks, workshops and garden visits.
Monday 25th  September, A Flower Arranging Demonstrations

by Helen Hare entitled ‘ Days of Autumn’

For all enquiries please contact:
Mig Kimpton 07831 838851 or mig@migkimpton.com

Items for use in flower arranging are on sale and free refreshments are available.

Affiliated to KCBA
& EBA

Anyone of any age and any ability can come and have a go.
A diary date for anyone interested in having a go at bowling. As from 7pm on
Thursday 15th June the Club will be offering free sessions every Thursday at
the Green in Church Street, Eastry (opposite the Church) for anyone who would
like to try bowling. Qualified coaches are available and the Club will provide
bowls. All you need to bring to is a pair of flat shoes. The location of the Green
is a lovely setting and sessions will be relaxed and fun. Everyone is welcome.

For anyone who is already bowling -the season is
underway and Eastry have started playing friendly
games against other clubs. A mixed bag so far but
great to get out on the Green particularly when the
weather is good. We are always looking for new
players to join the team so if interested please call
07523 369411 or 01304 362926

Eastry Bowling Club

Eastry Parish Council are looking to recruit

a Weekend and Bank Holiday Toilet Caretaker,
to open and close the toilets, wipe round and replenish stock, the position will
be paid for one hour a day on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays, from

April until October.

Please contact the Clerk for more information,

Jo Jones 07903 739792,  clerk@eastry-pc.gov.uk.

mailto:mig@migkimpton.com
mailto:mig@migkimpton.com
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M.le Maire and Nick Smith
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One of Eastry’s best kept secrets…
Calling all budding Ronnie O’Sullivans!

Eastry Snooker Club is located upstairs in
Eastry Village Hall and has two full sized tables
maintained to a high standard. Both tables have
been recovered in 2023 and are lit using the
latest LED technology. There are also the usual
range of rests and club cues available for new
members.

Eastry Snooker Club is open to members until
10.30pm, seven days a week unless special
events are being held in the main hall. There
is an active WhatsApp group for circulating club
information and organising a game if regular
partners are unavailable.

If you used to play and fancy picking up a cue
again, or simply would like to check out your
ability to hit a little white ball in a straight line
on a big green table just contact either:

 Alan     07938 210168
Simon   07733 084282

Website: www.eastrysnookerclub.co.uk

Potential new members first playing session is
without charge and coaching is available for
anyone new to the game.

Members must be at least 18 years old and resident in
Eastry or the surrounding parishes.

EPC needs one more Councillor. Every year Eastry’s Annual Parish Council
Meeting takes place to formalise the Council’s roles and priorities. Don’t worry if
you missed it! If you are interested in helping your local community, we’d REALLY
love to hear from you. We need an individual who can dedicate some of their
time to help make Eastry better for everyone. You can still join Eastry Parish
Council through a short application process involving an interview with the
Chairman and Vice Chairman. Get in touch today clerk@eastry-pc.gov.uk

Eastry Parish Council NEEDS YOU!

Pick your own hop bines on 26th August at Chalkpit Farm, Bekesbourne.
For more information call 01227 830666 or at www.essentiallyhops.co.uk
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MJ KEMP
Painting & Decorating

Tel: 07717337912

Email: mjfkemp@tiscali.co.uk

Find me on Facebook

Registered member of
The British Association of The British

Association of Foot Health Professionals

Sally Roberts
DipFH. MCFHP. MAFHP

Foot Health Practitioner

Visiting Practice

Ashwood Farmhouse, Mill Lane,
Preston, Kent CT13 1HG

Telephone: 01227 231181
Mobile: 07952 961694

Email:
sallyshomefootcare@gmail.com
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Three internationally celebrated musicians are
joining forces this autumn to kick-start what is
hoped will become an annual Sandwich classical
music festival. The “Power of Three” on 28
October 2023 at the historic St Mary’s Arts Centre
in Sandwich will feature mezzo soprano Eleanor
Valkenburg from New York, Spanish violinist,
Jesus Reina and Armenian pianist, Hayk
Arsenyan.

Don’t miss what promises to be an uplifting
and world class evening of Chamber Music:
“The Power of Three,“ October 28, 7.30pm, St
Mary’s Arts Centre, Strand Street, Sandwich,
Kent, CT13 9LE.  Tickets are £18.00 for seniors,
and students. General admission is £20.00 at the
door. Chamber music works will include Sonata

for piano and violin, no 1 in A Minor by Robert Schumann, keyboard sonatas by
Antonio Soler, Songs in Folk Tone, Opus 73 by Antonin Dvorak, selected Arias from
Neun Deutche Arian by Georg Frideric Handel, violin works by Pablo de Sarasate
and more. www.stmarysartscentre.org.uk.

Internationally acclaimed musicians choose Sandwich
for classical music debut



Drainage • Driveways
Excavations • Earthwork • Hard

Landscaping • Concreting
Footings • Septic Tanks • Tarmac

Block Paving • Fencing
Garden Services

Mr R Crick

30 years experience,
Fully insured CITB Reg
Friendly Reliable Service

Recommendations available
Free estimates

Specialist digger drivers
available

Please call 01304 619442 or
07771 701594

Reuben.crick@sky.com
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Grace Wray - Full Circle - Her 100th Birthday

Local resident Grace Wray will be 100 years old on 15th August
2023. Born in the local hamlet of Hammill in 1923 she has lived
though the coronations of three monarchs. Her life story is a
mixture of Dickens and Soap Opera. The family home was basic
to say the least. Abject poverty it would probably be labelled
today with no sink, little comfort and a bucket outside for a toilet.
The youngest of three daughters life was hard for the family in
those early years. Grace attended Eastry primary School and,
as she grew, would be helping pick hops in Autumn and wringing

wurzles for cattle feed in October. Her mother did everything she could to earn
money and could turn her hand to anything and her father sought work locally on a
seasonal basis and also was the favourite caddy of Douglas Bader when he played
at the Royal St.George’s Golf Club.

Although life was hard and money was short the family made the most of it and
found enjoyment and fun wherever they could. Sadly Grace’s mother died aged 43.
Grace believes that she was just worn out by the harshness of life. At 14 Grace left
school and went to work as an office junior at a firm of solicitors in Ramsgate and
from there went off to be a housemaid at a local private school. Just before the war
she was taught ballroom dancing and she fondly remembers the RAF Big Band
from Manston and the Royal Fusiliers dances.

Aged 17

During the war she met Bill, a soldier, in Eastry Village Hall and they married on
29th May 1943 in Eastry Church. They had 2 children although life from then was
its usual mixture of fun and heartache, of positivity and insecurity - moving to
London, then back to Kent then back to London. She and Bill
divorced and 17 years later they re-married. There have been
health issues for all the family and yet Grace’s stoicism and
indefatigable energy has held them all together for all these years
as the family grew with grand children,great grandchildren and
great great grandchildren She and Bill and the Normandy
Veterans association raised the funds to put a plaque to the
Normandy Landings in Canterbury Cathedral which was unveiled
by H.M. The Queen Mother. On Bill’s retirement they managed
to buy a small holiday property in Spain and were fortunate to be

On completion of her memoirs “Full Circle” in 2010, her 87th

year, she says that she hopes to celebrate her Ruby Wedding
in 2011 and see the Olympics in 2012 - both of which she has
done. At 100 years old I wonder what she is aspiring to now?

Her 95th birthday

Bill aged 17

invited to live in a tied cottage in Goodnestone where they enjoyed many happy
years before moving to a bungalow in Eastry. Bill has since
passed away but Grace is as fit and lively and as full of fun as
she ever was. A born and bred Eastry girl who has lived a long,
full and very interesting life.



EASTRY PHARMACY LTD
HEALTH CARE FOR ALL THE FAMILY

www.eastrypharmacyltd.co.uk

We provide a Full Electronic and Comprehensive
Repeat Prescription Service

* Migraine Clinic * Warfarin Supply

Medication Requirements for:
Erectile Dysfunction - Malaria Prophylaxis - Emergency Contraception

We also provide a Comprehensive non NHS HEARING AID Service

* Comprehensive Travel Vaccination
* Flu Vaccination on NHS
* Pneumonia Vaccination
* New - Shingles Vaccination
* Prescription Collection and DELIVERY Service

Telephone/Fax: 01304 611 362
01304 279 377 or 01304 279 378

email: eastrypharmacy@gmail.com

Opening Times: Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm Saturday 9am to 5pm
NO LUNCHTIME CLOSING

The Cross, Eastry, Nr Sandwich, Kent CT13 0HG
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Dear Eastry residents, a consultation on proposed changes to the Community
Warden service has been launched.  The consultation runs from 12 July to 3
October. As set out in the 2023/24 budget, to help meet the financial challenge KCC
is facing, the Community Warden service has been asked to reduce its annual
budget by £1 million by 2024/25. Setting this year’s budget was the most challenging
it has ever been, due to increasing demands on KCC services and the cost of
providing them.

To achieve this level of saving it has been proposed that the service is redesigned,
ensuring that there is core Community Warden presence across the county, with
teams covering two district authority areas. This would retain the community-based
way the service currently works, but use data and information to identify need and
where best to place wardens so they can have the most impact.
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 Eastry Neighbourhood Watch - Latest
Officers around the county are currently investigating a number of
burglaries.  Thefts from cars and car vandalism have risen recently.
Some of this has affected Eastry which normally has a relatively low
crime rate. Details below:

Eastry Allotment shed break ins occurred on 30th June, 2nd and 3rd of July. I believe
in the evening/early morning. Fuel and tools such as strimmers seemed to be the
target.   Police are aware.  A dash cam and small box containing a wallet and bank
cards were stolen from a car in Cooks Lea on 13th May. If anyone has any
information that could solve these crimes please let the police know. Alarms such
as deterrent alarms which emit a loud noise when  a building is tampered with  are
available fairly cheaply from B&Q, Argos, Amazon, eBay etc. Keep buildings and
vehicles locked and without objects displayed that could entice a crook. A window
can be easily smashed to extract a wallet, iPad,  phone etc.  Bags, even without
valuable contents,  can lead to a smashed window, damaged paintwork  and a costly
repair bill.

Recently there have been a large number of thefts and damage to motor vehicles
especially in Folkestone and Canterbury where a lot of cars are targeted in one go.
Could be gangs involved. There is a chance Eastry could be targeted in the future.
The police are likely to allocate more resource and in a timely manner if crimes are
reported individually by several people. Let them know ASAP and spread the news
around the community so everyone can be alert. You can contact Eastry
Neighbourhood Watch  and we can help with this (contact in the front of Eastry
Village News). Eastry is a safe place to live but we need to be alert. Prevention is
better than cure!

         Simon Dundas

Community Warden Service Review
Public Consultation - continued from previous page

Please view the proposals in full and submit your views by visiting
kent.gov.uk/communitywardenreview and completing the online questionnaire.  We
would very much welcome your support in raising awareness of the consultation,
and the opportunity for partners and residents to submit their views on the proposals
and how they would affect them.  Please pass this information on as appropriate.

The consultation document and questionnaire are available in printed format. If
required, please contact me and I will deliver to your home. Thank you for taking
the time to have your say.

Regards,  Peter Gill / Kent Community Warden Service - Community
Warden/Sandwich, Eastry and Ash. Public Protection service / Environment
Planning and Enforcement / Growth, Environment and Transport |
Mob. 07703454190 www.kent.gov.uk/communitywardens.
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Rector’s summer and September ramblings

What a way to start the month we have had; spectacular sunshine and the sweet
smell of flowers in the air! Truly a beautiful beginning to the Summer. On the 4th
July I was officially Rector of Eastry and Woodnesborough Benefice for a year, and
I can honestly say that I would not have changed a thing.  Getting to know each of
our five wonderful villages has been a real privilege and honour. As we enter our
second year together, I hope we can continue to explore how best our church can
continue to serve its community.

This month marks the end of the school year and the beginning of the summer
holidays.  It’s a time of transition for some of our school children preparing to start
new classes and new schools.  It’s a time that families can spend together enjoying
what I hope will be a wonderful holiday.  But, more than that, it marks the beginning
of so many exciting community events - both in our villages and across the local
area.  There will be fetes, summer socials and so much more; those wonderful
occasions when we as a community can gather together to celebrate with those
around us. So, as we enter this summer, I encourage you to come along to all the
events that are being advertised. Join in and get stuck in! If you happen to see me
at one of the many summer fairs on offer, please do come and introduce yourself-
it is always lovely to meet more members of our community.

Lastly, as the weather gets hotter, please remember that our churches across the
villages are always open and are one of the coolest places to be during warm days.
So please do feel welcome to stop by if you are passing, and rest a while before
heading back into the heat of the sun.

As I bring this month's article to a close, I would just like to say a big thank you to
all the hardworking churchwardens
across our Benefice. At the end of June,
many of us travelled up to Canterbury
Cathedral, and together the wardens
were sworn in at a special ceremony
conducted by the Archdeacon of Ashford.
It was a really special event and a real
joy to see so many of them both starting
and continuing in this much-valued role.
Thank you so much for all you do to keep
our churches going.

As our magazine won’t come out in time for the beginning of the new school year I
wanted to write a little bit about starting a new chapter of life.  Many of our children
will be moving either into their next class or starting at a new school and I wanted
to take this opportunity to wish them the best of luck!  It may feel a bit strange being
in a new classroom or new school, but this will be an exciting new year for you with
lots of opportunities!  So embrace those wonderful experiences, make new friends
and try new things. Wishing you Gods blessings in this time of transition.  Andrew

Picture of our church wardens at Canterbury
Cathedral on 20th June 2023.



Services in  August
      Sunday   6th  August    10am Holy Communion
  Sunday  13th August    10am Come and Worship Team

(in Church Hall)

Sunday  20th August   10am Holy Communion

 Sunday  27th August     8am Holy Communion
          10am Holy Communion

–—-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Services in september
Sunday   3nd September 10am Holy Communion

  Sunday 10th September  10am Come and Worship Team
(in Church Hall)

Sunday 17th September  10am Holy Communion

 Sunday 24th September   8am Holy Communion
              10am Holy Communion

   -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Eastry Woodnesborough Benefice

August - September
Services at St. Mary’s, Eastry
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Wednesday   Holy Communion
on Wednesdays at 10am in Eastry Church Hall, Church Street, Eastry.

Family Friendly Service

Churches Open for Private Prayer*
Our churches are usually open for private prayer and reflection as follows:

Eastry: 9am to 5pm daily;     Staple: 9am to 5pm daily;    Tilmanstone: 9am to 5pm daily;

Woodnesborough: 9am to 5pm daily;    Northbourne: 10am to 4pm daily.

Check Church website or Facebook for updates



Church Office - Tel: 01304 611323
Benefice Office, The Church Hall, Church Street, Eastry CT13 0HH
Wednesdays 10.45am to 12.45pm and Fridays 10.00am to 12 noon

Benefice Website
Please visit our website: www.EWBchurches.org.uk and share your

thoughts on progress so far to Michael Kinns.
The new website is regularly being updated.

NB there is also a new sub-page for “Eastry Church” on the
Eastry Parish Council website which links to the benefice website.

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/EWBchurches

Please note that at this time your Eastry Woodnesborough
Benefice Church Contacts are:

Rector - Reverend Andrew Brown
01304 273836    rev.andrewewb@gmail.com  (Andrew’s rest day is Monday)

Benefice Office Tel: 01304 611323 - ansaphone checked daily.
email: eastry.benefice@gmail.com (checked daily)

Details of our online Church Service are shown below
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To join, you will need to do one of the following:
Using a laptop or tablet, copy this URL in to your web browser

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7360055669

On a smartphone, dial: (the commas are important)
+442034815240,,7360055669# or +442080806591,,7360055669#

On a land line or old mobile phone, dial: 0203 481 5240 or 0208080 6591
When asked for your meeting number, enter: 7360055669#

Ignore the request for an ID – just press # again
If you are asked for a password, it is 2 4 6 8 10

ONLINE CHURCH SERVICES - Access Procedure

The Church Registers - Funerals

22/5/23 Michael Lord
25/5/23 Daphne Roper

12/7/23 Douglas Gibbens

mailto:rev.andrewb@gmail.com
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PRIVATE HIRE CARS

01304 617424
 Airports  -  Contracts

Any Distance

London & Theatre Trips
available

web: www.sandwichcars.co.uk
email:sandwichcars@tiscali.co.uk

WEDNESDAY 4.00 to 8.30 pm
THURSDAY  4.00 to 8.30 pm
FRIDAY       4.00 to 9.00 pm
SATURDAY  4.00 to 8.30 pm

 SATURDAY only 11.30 -1.30pm

Credit/Debit Card payments

eastryfishbar@btconnect.com
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Eastry WI

August 2nd - Watching The Detectives - Peter Allen

September 6th - What is the Point  of Wasps - Clive Nuttman

October 4th - West African Drumming Workshop - R. Latham

With the summer holidays approaching, here is a recipe with which to entertain
the children. It is so easy that a child can make it relatively unsupervised.

Peanut butter cookies
200g Peanut butter (smooth or crunchy) - 175 g Sugar - 1 Egg

Prepare two baking trays by lining them with baking parchment and heat the
oven to 350 F, 180 C Gas Mark 4. Put the peanut butter and sugar together in a
bowl and work them together with a fork.  Beat the egg and then incorporate it

into the mixture, beating well.

Using two teaspoons, take spoonsful of the mixture and place them on the bak-
ing tray allowing room for them to spread.  You should get between 16 and 24,
depending how big you make them.  Use a fork to press each one lightly (you

will find it helps if you dip the fork in water each time).

Bake for about 10 minutes until golden.  Leave on the tray for a few minutes to
allow them to harden before transferring to a cooling rack.

Chris Scott

Eastry WI had Paul Beard as our speaker at the June meeting. Paul is a fundraiser
for the children’s charity Barnardo's. After showing slides and talking about the
history of Barnardo's, he went on to explain the services they provide and that in
2020-21 they supported  357,276 children, young people, parents and carers. He
concluded his talk by telling us about his own experience as a foster carer with all
its ups and downs, not an easy journey.

Our craft group continue to meet every Tuesday 09.30 at the Church Hall in Church
Street. Visitors welcome, either to learn a new craft work on an existing project or
just for coffee, cake and chat.

Lunch club and walking group also happen in July but walking group will take a
break in August. A coach from East Kent Federation will be going to the Knit and
Stitch Show at  Alexandra Palace in October. I’m not a knitter, but the thought of all
that fabric gives me goose bumps!

Meetings are the first Wednesday in the month 19.15 for 19.30.      Sue Hankins



Georgie
Stewart

A warm welcome awaits you at my
foot clinic!
Let me take care of your foot health
issues:

● Nail clipping
● In-grown toenails
● Corns,
● Hard Skin,
● Fungal toenails and Athletes foot
● Foot and lower leg massage etc.

- Diabetics welcome.
To make an appointment please call
me on: 07563 161886

Foot Health Practitioner Bsy AHCP

Karen’s Hairdressing

Services include:-
● Aromatherapy
● Reflexology
● Sports

Massage
● Indian Head

www.mobiletherapykent.co.uk
07890 543 194 - 01304 617 500

Curative Therapy

● Freelance unisex hairdresser
● Extensive knowledge of all
Hairdressing and Barbering
techniques
● Classic trends to most modern
styles
● Perms, Colours, Cutting, Blow
dries, Shampoo & sets, Up do’s
and Bridal Hair all at affordable
prices
● Day and evening appointments
available
● Call Karen on 07969790604
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Please pick up after your dog
out of respect for fellow villagers

and their children.



Beacon View Vets Update
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Hi Everyone! We hope that you are enjoying your summer and the good weather.

At Beacon View we recently invested in a modern Cystoscopy system. Cystoscopy
is a diagnostic tool used by our vets to examine the urinary tract in pets, most
commonly in dogs and cats. It involves the use of a cystoscope, which is a rigid
endoscope equipped with a light and camera, to visualise the inside of the bladder
and urethra. The procedure is performed under general anaesthesia and is used to
diagnose a range of conditions affecting the urinary tract, including bladder stones,
tumours, and blockages.

Cystoscopy allows the vet to examine the inside of the bladder and urethra in great
detail, providing valuable information about the health of these structures.

Cystoscopy has several advantages for pets:

•Accurate Diagnosis: Cystoscopy provides a clear view of the inside of the
  bladder and urethra, allowing the vet to accurately diagnose conditions such
  as bladder stones, tumours, and blockages.

•Non-Invasive: Unlike traditional surgical procedures, cystoscopy is a
  minimally invasive procedure that does not require incisions or extensive
  tissue damage.

•Early Detection: By visualising the inside of the bladder and urethra,
  cystoscopy can help detect problems early on, before they become more
  serious.

•Biopsy Sampling: Cystoscopy allows the vet to take biopsy samples if
  necessary, which can be used to identify specific conditions affecting the
  urinary tract.

•Retrieval of Foreign Bodies: The vet can use the cystoscope to retrieve
  foreign bodies from the bladder and urethra, which can cause discomfort and
  health problems.

•Less Painful: Cystoscopy is performed under general anaesthesia and is
minimally invasive which leads to rapid recovery times.

Cystoscopy is an important diagnostic tool for pets with urinary tract problems. Its
ability to provide detailed information about the health of these structures and its
ability to assist in the diagnosis and treatment of conditions affecting the bladder
and urethra make it a valuable resource for our patients.

Throughout the Summer it's crucial to be aware of potential hazards that can affect
our beloved pets. When it comes to summer barbecues, it's important to be mindful
of the foods that pose risks to our pets. Some human favourites, like chocolate,
onions, and grapes, can be toxic to dogs and cats.

We hope you enjoy the rest of the summer and enjoy spending some quality time
with your pets! As always, let us know if you need anything.
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Open 7 days
a week

Friendly and
compassionate

Out of hours
support

Garden/ Pond Design, Building &
Refurbishments, Pond Cleaning

Maintenance /
Maintenance Contracts,
Child Safe Pond Covers

Filtration Specialists, Patios -
Decking - Fencing - Brickwork -

Arbours

Tel: 07563 212858

R.B.W.
KENT’S WATER FEATURE

SPECIALISTS AND
POND BUILDING EXPERTS

www.ReflectionByWater.com
Email: andrewlongrbw@hotmail.com
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Eastry Primary School News

As the school year ends, we say goodbye to four long standing
members of our school community. Between them they have served
the school for 70 years and have each had a huge impact on the
education and wellbeing of Eastry children.

Three of the four are retiring: Mrs Kate Plant, Assistant Headteacher and SENCO,
who has been with the school since 2007; Ms Annie Rye, who has worked across
the school as a teaching assistant for 25 years and Mrs Jo Sugden, who has also
supported many children in her role as teaching assistant for 17 years. Clare
Williams, our year 6 teacher and English lead, who has worked at Eastry for 13
years, is leaving us to embark on a new challenge when she takes up a teaching
post in Canterbury in September. All will be greatly missed by their colleagues and
the children.

The new school year will see us welcome a number of new faces to our staff. Miss
Stacey Gilmore will be joining us as our new assistant headteacher and SENCO;
Mrs Christa Rumsey, Mrs Tracey Perry, Mrs Casey Rogers and Mrs Phoebe Sola
will be joining our amazing team of teaching assistants.



27
Eastry Twinning Association

ETA were delighted to welcome their French
counterparts to Eastry on Friday 26th May for their
Covid belated 40th anniversary visit to Eastry.

A formal welcome on Friday in the village hall to old
friends and encouragingly, some new friends on both
sides, including 3rd generation twinner 15 month old
Louison, was followed by a very enjoyable and relaxed
Saturday. We spent an interesting, sunny morning at
the delightful Belmont House gardens near Faversham
before attending a picnic, kindly hosted by Debbie and
Keith Cook, in the garden of their splendid barn
conversion in very rural Baddlesmere. Tables were
laden with all sorts of delicacies and drinks (prepared
by the members) in the shadow of an enormous ham
that Debbie had cured for the occasion.

Later, after a quick wash and change, we
went by coach to Broome Park where the
French were suitably impressed by the
building.  We had a splendid dinner then
dancing to music by “Tara” plus a couple
of bonus songs from Dave Palmer and
Jeannette and Rob showed us the
modern way to “get down and boogy” with
wine class in hand and no spillages!

On Sunday the Annual Petanque Match
was held at the Five Bells and we let the
French win the ashes in spite of our best
efforts! A lunch of Roast Beef and all
the trimmings for forty plus followed in
the Old Fire Station (well done Mary and
team) before we wound down with a few
drinks, listening to live music, in the
sunny pub courtyard. At five o’clock the
farewells started with hugs, kisses and
handshakes with many “à bientots” and “til next year” and a few tears were shed.

Old friendships have been rekindled and new ones established over a very pleasant
few days. Thanks must go to Nick Smith and Carol Sedgwick for their hard work on
the organisation, Jeannette for the translating and Patricia for sorting the French
arrangements. Looking forward to next year already. If you think our Twinning with
the village Longprès le Corps Saints might be for you contact Nick Smith
nicksmith1@tinyworld.co.uk to find out more.                Nick & Lesley Smith photos

mailto:nicksmith1@tinyworld.co.uk
mailto:nicksmith1@tinyworld.co.uk
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Sadly, the winter months were difficult for many people with the increased fuel, food
and energy costs, and as the cost of living continues to rise, Age Concern
Sandwich is aware that many elderly people maybe struggling to make ends meet.
Due to this reason, Age Concern Sandwich has just launched Greet, Eat and Meet
which follows the successful Meet, Eat and Heat initiative launched last year,
offering a healthy 2-course meal in a friendly environment at a subsidised cost of
£4 thanks to funding from Dover District Council.  Therefore, saving you money on
your home utilities and food costs.
Because Age Concern Sandwich is committed to providing social support to the
over 50’s and vulnerable people in Sandwich town and surrounding areas, the
Greet, Eat and Meet (GEM) initiative is running throughout the summer months on
Mondays and Fridays until October.

For further information on any of our services and activities, or to know more
about our centre generally, please call us on 01304 614237

or send an email to: office@ageconcernsandwich.com

It’s a GEM of an offer at Age Concern
Sandwich with GREET, EAT and MEET
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Waves

I’m worried I won’t find Heaven; my directional skills are so poor
I’m worried I won’t find Heaven, knock on the wrong, blooming door!

I’m worried I won’t find Heaven; some say it's good for a rest,
others say, they’re not going, some say Earth   is a test!

I’m worried I won’t find Heaven, so I am making sure I do
I’m taking my "Satnav" with me; it’s the sensible thing to do!

I am dancing with adjectives, and naming with nouns
I am doing with verbs, and I can’t put them down
I try to avoid them, they are persistent and loud

They shout in my brain, I am a voice in their crowd!

Sentence after sentence, they all want a line
Once they are on paper, they’re absolutely fine!
They all have a poem; I’m their puppet for sure

And if I don’t write them down, they’ll knock next door

Lin West

Poem Power

Rumbling & tumbling, those spectacular waves,
Curling and splashing, like watery caves.

The swish of the pebbles, as they ebb and flow,
The spray of the water as it exhilarates the show.

Birds float along on each rippling tide,
Their presence exudes arrogance and pride.

The shifting sands on this ever changing seashore,
Will constantly beckon to come and explore.

The rise of the waves and the depth of the ocean,
Two forces meeting, a rhapsody in motion.
The raw rapacity of this amazing energy,

Will totally envelope you, like a forgotten memory.

Shirley Hopkins



Friendly and reliable service.
No job too small.

General home and garden repairs
and maintenance including
non-Part P electrical work.

Small construction projects
undertaken

www.facebook.com/
Jonathan Russell - Handyman

TIDY CARPENTRY
AND JOINERY

LEE TIDY: 01304 617537
MOBILE: 07742 683880
E-MAIL:
leetidycarpentry@gmail.com

ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY
WORK UNDERTAKEN

INCLUDING:
Joinery - Door Hanging - Flooring

Windows - Kitchens - Repairs
Painting (interior & exterior) - Coving

Property Maintenance Pergolas &
Decking - Stair Components Timber

Stud Partitions - Plaster boarding
Re-pointing Brickwork

Ceramic Floor and Wall Tiling

FREE ESTIMATES

SIMON STAIT
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

From a Dripping Tap to a Leaky
Roof I’ve got it Covered.

For all your building & plumbing
jobs inside & out.

Kitchens & Bathrooms installed
Outside Taps and Radiators

Roofing,Guttering, Fascias & Soffits,
Sheds & fences erected

Carpentry, Laminate Floors
Flat packs assembled

Painting & Decorating etc.

Fully insured reliable craftsman for
free estimates and consultations

Call Simon on 07727 687538
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djplumbing123@googlemail.com

● Ball valves to bathrooms
Taps to tanks

● All work guaranteed
● Friendly & reliable
● No job is too small

Call Dave on: 01304 362485
or 07971 421766

NO

CALL- OUT

CHARGE

City & Guilds qualified.
Established 1992. Fully insured

DJ PLUMBING
SERVICES

All aspects of plumbing undertaken
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Swifts Flock

EPC-Councillor Profile - Mark Jones Chairman
This time it’s the turn of Eastry Parish Council Chairman Mark
Jones. Mark has lived in Eastry for over 30-years, you may
be familiar with Mark’s Tree Surgery family business which
he runs with his wife Jo and 3 staff, but you may not have
known that Mark has been a fire-fighter with Kent Fire &
Rescue Service for 27 years and is currently a Station
Manager. He started his career serving for 3 years as an
on-call fire-fighter here at the local fire station serving the
community he is passionate about, before transferring into a
whole-time role where he now serves.

Mark has been on the Eastry Parish Council for eight years, Chairman for the past
two years and he also serves on the Finance and Planning Committees.

Mark is passionate about Eastry, he wants to make it a thriving place to not only to
live, but a better place for local business and services  too:  “With far more flexible
working patterns these days, I’d love to see more local businesses flourish in Eastry,
it’s been heartening to see so many local businesses get involved in the local cost
of living initiatives and supporting the village. I believe creating a sense of
community, supporting local services, shops and village activities will make Eastry
and the area, a fantastic place to live, work, relax, raise families and enjoy what
great things Eastry has to offer. With a thriving village community and interest,
Eastry can continue to flourish and grow. I and my fellow councillors, with your
support, will try and achieve that for the benefit of us all."

EPC is currently looking for volunteers to lend a hand from litter picks and
Speedwatch to leaflet drops and communications. We’ve love to hear from you,
contact Clerk@eastry-pc.gov.uk

Driving the kids to school - Many residents living near Eastry Primary School are
extremely concerned about the level and speed of car traffic and inconsiderate
parking. Given the deadly event in Wimbledon earlier this week, please drive with
care and consideration of others when you drop off your kids by car. Consider
parking further away and enjoy a walk with your kids to school.

Respect - Sadly, the new play equipment on Gun Park has been vandalised with
graffiti. Concerned about escalation of anti-social behaviour at the Gun Park and
the recent spate of break-ins and theft from the allotments, our new local Police
Constable PC Matt Bensted has been advising  on better security including cameras
and will be speaking to the children at Eastry Primary School about respect and
creating a better neighbourhood.

We can all do our bit too, and encourage our children and grandchildren to respect
each other and property. Remember if you witness or hear about a crime then please
report it to Kent police.

mailto:Clerk@eastry-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Clerk@eastry-pc.gov.uk
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EPC Councillor Profile - continued

Be warned! 11 parking tickets issued in Eastry - At the time of writing, there have
been 11 penalty charge notices issued in Eastry High Street over the past 12
months.  Eight were for being parking on double yellow lines and 3 were for being
parked on the pedestrian crossing.

High Street Car Park - At the request of EPC, Dover District Council have filled in
the potholes at the entrance to the car park, maintained the overhanging and ground
vegetation and repainted the bay markings including disabled bays.

Parking on Church Street - Access to Church Street continues to be an issue for
our emergency services and weekly bin collections. Most recently an ambulance
was hindered when responding to a 999 call on Church Street due to inconsiderate
parking. Please think about others when you park, even for a short amount of time.
Following an informal survey by EPC on attitudes to parking and the possibility of
introducing double yellow lines in part of Church street, EPC have formally requested
KCC’s Highways to investigate installing double yellows to tackle inconsiderate
parking. EPC is also looking into the feasibility of installing a gate at the rear of the
High Street car park to give direct access to Eastry Bowling Club for members, it is
thought this may help ease parking constraints on Church Street, especially on
competition days.

Speeding on Felderland Lane - Persistent speeding on Felderland Lane is still a
problem. Sadly another car crash last month at the A258 Deal Road junction required
two ambulances. Both ends of Felderland Lane - junction A256 Dover Road and
A258 - have had two crashes each in the past few years. EPC is taking this seriously
and working with Worth Parish Council to hopefully introduce new speed signage
along the lane. KCC have already repainted the ‘SLOW’ signs on the carriageway.
Highways officials from KCC recently walked the lane with residents and are aware
of the rat run and speeding problem.

20mph zone update - We asked KCC to introduce a 20mph zone for the central
area of Eastry in our Highway Improvement Plan earlier this year.  KCC’s process
of allocating resources for 20mph zones across the county is to begin with speed
surveys, where results are recorded for 24 hours a day over a seven day period. If
the average speed is between 20-24mph, then a 20mph zone can be considered,
if the average speed is over 24mph then the scheme does not meet the criteria to
be introduced. The Parish Council are pleased to report that the average speeds
along the High Street, Gore Road and parts of Gore Lane are below25mph,
Woodnesborough Lane, the remainder of Gore Lane, Lower Street and Sandwich
Road travelling south the average speeds recorded are below 30mph and
unfortunately Sandwich Road travelling North the average recorded speeds
exceeded 30mph.  Sadly, for Eastry at this time, we are unable to progress further
with a 20mph zone as our results do not meet the current criteria. EPC will not give
up and will apply for a 20pmh zone next year. In the meantime, please slow down.

         Eastry Parish Council



Gardening on the other side of the fence (14)
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As I don’t heat my greenhouse, some of the early year veg sowings really struggled
with the cold spring but it didn’t hamper hardy annual and perennial flowers. I have
been taking part in the project restoring the flower beds along the Rope Walk in
Sandwich and have being growing plants for that. The challenge for the more local
participants had been keeping the new plantings watered. In the veg garden I am
experimenting with growing potatoes and lettuces in pots purely in my own home
made compost and the results are looking very promising. I also grow strawberries
in plastic hanging baskets and I had the best fruiting this year after refreshing them
with Vermicompost which is the output from a wormery.

As a dedicated ‘green’ gardener, composting is the only soil amendment that I
make on the ground but my composting is enriched by the liquid from my wormery
as well as three other inputs – namely Comfrey liquid from rotted down leaves;
nettle feed from water-soaked  leaves and liquid from my weed-drowning bucket
where I put any roots of bindweed, dandelions and docks etc. These deep-rooted
weeds pull up minerals from the subsoil and make a great addition to your garden.
The last major components are generous additions of wood ash and shredded
cardboard. Admittedly, I do sometimes feel I spend more time composting than
elsewhere in the garden. But if you consider the amount of time, expense and fuel
that is expended getting rid of garden waste it really is one of the most planet-
friendly changes you can make in your garden. Also the amount of plastic required
to support gardening, whether it be pots, bags or weed and feed bottles are other
areas that require dedication in order to avoid. I can recommend a nursery in
Faversham called Edibleculture for anyone seeking to reduce their gardening
footprint.

Following the disappointment of losing all of our first tadpoles to various predators,
I am pleased to have seen the first emergent dragonfly from this pond. It was a
female Southern Hawker which lays its eggs on damp wood which I witnessed in

the summer of 2021 just after the
pond had been created so it was
nice to see the cycle completed.
Despite the continued lack of bees
in any significant numbers, I have
seen an upsurge in visiting hover
flies which are the dominant polli-
nator at the moment and I have
also been catching moths in larger numbers than the same

time last year. My garden moth list has now risen to 169 species.
Jeff, the Bee Friendly Gardener

Here we are in July and fortunately the dry spell we had from May 12th to June 17th

is almost a distant memory. It was very early in the year to be suffering  yellowing
lawns but they have already recovered despite June going on to be the warmest
recorded since 1940.
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Trevor Laker
Engineering
Unit 17 Birnham Mushrooms,

Hammill Road, Woodnesborough,
Sandwich CT13 0PR

Service and Repair
Sales of new and
used machinery

01304 813777
paul.laker3@btinternet.com

Garden Machinery
Repairs

 ALL YOUR REGULAR GARDEN MAINTENANCE CARRIED OUT BY
 A WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTALLY CONSCIOUS GARDENER

  Whether you have an established garden that is already a haven for wildlife , or
  would like to develop one, I am currently looking for like-minded clients. I am a
  knowledgeable plantsman and long time Wildlife Trust member.

Lawns, flower borders, hedges and small trees maintained
         Planting to attract bees and other wildlife

        Composting management, chemical-free or organic practices if required

  Call Jeff on 01304 275631 or 07792 086385. Based in Eastry.
  Look for Bee Friendly Gardener on Facebook and Nextdoor

  Established in 2003

KEEN TO GREEN YOUR GARDEN?
Garden Maintenance for wildlife friendly gardens
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More on behaviour…

Whilst I am a great fan of David Attenborough I wish he and his producers were
less enthusiastic about violence between males; stags, walruses, crocodiles we
have seen them all. Such violence, whilst it plainly does occur, is not the norm.
Whoever is the victor all parties risk serious injury which reduces their life chances
and their successful reproduction, passing on their genes to the next generation.

We all recognise the meaning of terms ‘hawk’ and ‘dove’ in relation to individual
humans in the news. But, place two male doves in a cage together and one will kill
the other. Place two male hawks in a cage and once it is clear which is dominant
the other will adopt submissive behaviours, lowering its head and chest and
mewing pitifully. These act as sign stimuli inhibiting aggression by the other. Hawks,
as predators, are equipped to inflict injury so have evolved these aggression
inhibiting behaviours to minimise damage to fellow hawks.

In human society it is generally the female who is more conspicuous, more attractive
to most eyes but not so in most of the animal kingdom where males are more
colourful, more endowed with antlers, tusks etc. These act as sexual stimuli; they
represent threats to other males and attractants to females, who are generally
inconspicuous, less likely to be spotted and killed whilst raising young. Males are
expendable in many species, where their sole role is to fertilise eggs, often from
multiple females.

In many animals, particularly in birds and mammals males defend a territory. This
may be small, just around the nest whilst they gather food to bring to the nest
collectively. This is the case with sea birds like puffins and guillemots, defending
nest territories onshore, feeding together at sea. Others defend a larger area around
the nest providing food for both parents and offspring. In defending either territory
type the males display their sexual stimuli (for example the robin’s red breast). This
should intimidate other males invading its territory. They then generally exhibit
submissive behaviours and retreat.  Faced with a female the male will display its
sexual stimuli seeking to attract her to mate. She, meantime will accept only if the
display is good!

If an intruder male occupies a neighbouring territory on retreating it will then face
the other across the territory boundary. Result? Confusion; advance and you
become the intruder. Frequently this leads to displacement activities; in birds often
pecking the ground as if collecting nest material.  It is worth reflecting on this in
relation to human situations. Rival gangs of youths facing each other across their
territory boundaries frequently resort to vandalism or chanting obscenities.

Territory size will vary considerably, with larger territories being found in areas where
food is most plentiful. These territories belong to the most dominant males, which
will be the fittest, (healthiest, largest, strongest, most fertile etc.) They, in turn attract
the fittest females and these pairs will generally contribute more offspring to the
next generation. Given that these fitness characteristics are largely inherited this
results in a population which is best adapted to survive                       Terry Wood.
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Kent County Council’s (KCC) Fostering Service, Kent Fostering, is urgently calling
for residents to consider fostering in the midst of a national foster carer recruitment
and retention “state of emergency”.

Nationally, 63,000 new foster families need to be recruited over the next five years
to replace those leaving the system, however based on the current trend fewer
than 40,000 are expected to join the fostering community.

Many vulnerable children and young people in Kent urgently need safe and loving
homes in their local communities so that they can stay near their schools and
friendship groups and not miss out on the vital care and support they need.

Matching the growing number of children in the council’s care with the right foster
family is becoming more difficult as numbers increase alongside a rapid decline in
the number of residents becoming foster carers.

This could mean that there will not be enough suitable homes in the very near
future and Kent’s vulnerable children and young people could miss out on the
support they need to give them the best opportunities and outcomes in life.

If you feel that you would be able to help us or if you would like any further
information please do get in touch.                             Kind Regards, Kent Fostering
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All pollinators need your help
You may already be aware of the threat to our pollinators posed by the Asian hornet.
This threat has become more imminent with four positive sightings in East Kent and
the removal of one nest within the last 4 months. The Asian hornet is a voracious
predator against which our native pollinators have no defence.

Beekeepers and honey lovers are particularly concerned, since honeybee colonies
are like an ‘eat all you can diner’; with some 50 000 bees in one hive their odour
preferentially attracts the hornets. The hornets prevent the bees from foraging,
plucking them from the air as they fly from the entrance. Eventually when
overwhelmed, the hornets will enter the hive and rob the honey and larvae.

From one fertile female hornet, which arrived in France in 2006, it is now endemic
and has also spread to Jersey Spain, Portugal, Belgium. It has caused significant
harm to both the beekeeping industry and to native pollinators on which farmers
rely for crop pollination. There is no doubt that it will survive in the warmer parts of
UK.

The Asian hornet can sting, but it is particularly defensive around its nest. The
smaller primary nests are often found in sheds and attic spaces and the one in Kent
under a Bar-B-Q. This is another reason for beekeepers and non-beekeepers to
work together to keep these insects from gaining a foothold.

Later in the year they may vacate their primary nest in favour of a larger secondary
nest. These are often built high up in trees and in Asia can reach 2m in size and
contain over a thousand hornets. Weather conditions in this country mean such
giant nests will not be produced. Even so, in Autumn, over five hundred fertile queens
could be produced from one nest; these could over winter and establish primary
nests the following Spring.

Whilst the Animal & Plant Agency are working hard to locate and destroy nests, this
is expensive and time consuming. This fight will continue only until a threshold
number of nests have been established and then, like other invaders, we must learn
to live with them. So please help. The more eyes on the look out for these critters
the better.                                                                                                       Jackie

© Crown copyright
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Horology Repairs

MR. T.
PETTMAN
Clock Maker
Specialist in Antique
Clock Restoration

Telephone:
07860 498963

Wrap Around Care and
Snug Bugs Nursery

is independently run within the grounds of
Northbourne CEP School. CT14 0LP

*For more info & to arrange a visit, call

Gill on 01304 613753

We’re Ofsted & KCC registered childcare,
claim your FREE place for 3-4 year olds and

up to 80% back if you’re claiming tax credits!

J.Dilnot Smith & Son
Funeral Directors

A local independent family
concern providing a complete

and caring service.

Personal Attention

Private Chapels of Rest

Beacon Lane, Woodnesborough,
Sandwich, Kent

Telephone: 01304 812300
Day or Night
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Barn Owl Short Eared Owl

On a recent visit to Sandwich Bay, I photographed a gull which
looked a bit unusual. My first impression was of a Mediterranean
Gull (not that uncommon in the south east now, despite its name!)
However the shape of the bill and colour of legs and bill - a darkish
maroon colour - was much more in keeping with a Black-headed
Gull than the scarlet legs and bill of the Mediterranean Gull.
Fortunately for me it had a coloured leg ring with lettering which I
was able to read.

I sent off the record and had an email back confirming that it was indeed a hybrid
between the 2 species mentioned. Even more interesting was that it had actually
only recently been ringed just 32 days earlier near Lodz in POLAND, some 1193Km
away! This gave me the inspiration for my column. This was not the first time I have
photographed and reported birds with coloured leg rings or even the detailed small
metal leg band which are more widely used in ringing; but these are much harder
to read ‘in the field’ and you need to be very close to photograph them!

Nearly one million birds were ringed in 2021 in the UK but recovery rates are low,
usually – in the past at least, - when the bird was found dead or injured. However
the increase in bird photographers has probably helped with reporting numbers in
recent years. If you ever find a ringed bird you can report your sighting via the Euring
website https://euring.org/  and hopefully you will receive information about the bird.

Without this ringing data we would have little idea of where birds came from or how
far they travelled, or how long they live, so it provides some very valuable data. In
recent years a more sophisticated system has been used, that of attaching a tiny
radio transmitter to the bird and then using a series of aerials to detect them as they
move about. It was this system that recorded the movement of a Common
Whitethroat first picked up by a mast in Germany and tracked across Europe to
Sandwich Bay, covering over 600 Km in just under 4 days!

Here are 2 other birds I have photographed that have
rings. The Ringed Plover (left), photographed at Reculver,
was coincidentally another Polish
bird, ringed at the mouth of the
river Vistula on the Baltic coast.
The last bird, the Shag, (right)
was ringed on the Isle of May,
Fife, in June 2019, photographed

at Ramsgate Harbour in Feb 2020; it was the first sighting
since it had been ringed.

Every reported sighting adds a little more information about the amazing behaviour
of different bird species, so keep your eyes peeled.

               Bird Watching with Big Nick
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Rose Beer - Me, Pregnant!
I wonder how many times I have written the words “when I was younger” or “when
I was a young girl”, but at the risk of being boring here I go again. When I was a
kid we had one bath a week in front of the fire so not a lot of water was used. On
a Monday morning Mum would fill the copper in the scullery and do the weekly
wash - washing machines that do so many cycles of washing for a few bits were
unheard of and I can’t remember there ever being a water shortage.

Nowadays we have a few hot days and there’s a hosepipe ban - all called a heat
wave! It’s not a heat wave it’s our blooming summer for goodness sake. Having
said that I’m beginning to wonder, between you and me, if I could be pregnant.
The Met Office tells us the last hottest year on record was 1976 and I was
expecting my son and the one before that was 1964 and I was expecting my
daughter now that must be a record! So next month I might have something very
interesting to write about!!

Back in the days.
Do you remember the days of threepenny bits

and a nurse at the school in search of your nits?
When snowballs were harmless and ice slides permitted
and jumpers and cardigans were warmly hand knitted.

When children happily wore National Health glasses
and desks and ink pots were all in our classes

when cars were so rare your could play in the street
and Doctor’s made house calls and Police walked the beat.

When neighbours were friendly and helped out each other
of Dixon of Dock Green and Listen with Mother.

It was dumplings for dinner, bread and dripping for tea
and our annual holiday was one by the sea.

Do you remember the days of Bubble and Squeak
and a saucepan of stew had to last all the week.

Back in the days of being a lad
I can’t help smiling for the fun that I had.

Hop scotch and roller skates and snowballs to lob,
back in the days of a tanner and a bob!

Rose Beer
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All work fully guaranteed

Batchelor Coop
Chartered Accountants

“A professional accountancy service right on your doorstep ”

www.batchelorcoop.co.uk 01304 620600

Personal Tax

Company Tax

Tax Planning

Business Start-
ups

enquiries@batchelorcoop.co.uk

Accounts

Bookkeeping

Payroll

VAT

Audit

LARGE CAR PARK • www.sandwich-animal-feeds.co.uk • CARRY OUT SERVICE

01304 613402 • 07725 592077

● Farm feeds
● Domestic & household pets
● Horse feed
● Horse rugs & accessories
● Accessories for all animals
● Chicken coops, rabbit hutches and

bird tables
● Wild bird food and treats
● Frontline and horse wormers
● Prescription diet for dogs and cats

ANYTHING NOT STOCKED
CAN BE ORDERED

Sandwich Animal Feeds
Ash Road, Sandwich, CT13 9JA

Open 9 to 5.30 Mon to Sat
and 10 to 2pm Sunday

We are suppliers of feed for
animals both large and small.
From domestic and household
pets to farm animals and much
more besides. Our friendly
knowledgeable staff are there
to help.
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HOUGHAM
BRICKWORK

& PLASTERING
Commercial, Residential &
Private works undertaken

Types of work we take on:

 Extensions  -  Garage Conversions  -  Garden Walls
    Blocked Paved Paths  - Drives and Patios

Plastering Rooms, Ceilings & Walls
Commercial/Private & Contract Work  -  Re-pointing

We aim to please!   O.A.P. Rates

ALL OUR WORK IS FULLY INSURED

We explain
the work to

you from start
to finish

Call: 07565 100216
or 01304 790221
www.houghambp.co.uk


